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A ROYAL FREEUASON 

EDWARD EIGHTH R a f  ET IMPEEUITOR 

No King of Great Br i ta in  and the Bnpire beyond the seas ,  ever 
ascended the throne with stronger attachment t o  the mystic a r t  than does H i s  
Ya j esty Edward Eighth. 

Born of a strongly Masonic family which has given the Grand 
Lodge of England two famous Grand Masters, he became a Freemason i n  h i s  
ear ly  mnhood being i n i t i a t e d  i n  Household Brigade Lodge i n  May 1919. Two 
of h i s  brothers ,  the Duke of York and the Duke of Kent have since followed 
i n  h i s  Masonic footsteps. 

H i s  r i s e  i n  the Craft  has been rapid and he ascends the 
Throne of Enpire 
and Provincial  Grand Master of Surrey. 

already Grand Senior Warden of the Grand Lodge of England 

A t  the ceremonies i n  connection with the opening of the 
Great Peace Temple i n  London i n  1933, he served i n  h i s  capacity a s  Grand 
Senior Warden under h i s  Great Uncle, H.R.H. t he  Duke of Connaught, Grand 1Mis- 
t e r ,  a s  did h i s  brother of York as Junior Grand Warden on the same b r i l l i a n t  
occasion. 

A t  the Annual Comunication of the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
i n  1935, he was nominated a s  Grand Master Ktect, t o  be in s t a l l ed  at  the two 
hundredth anniversary celebrations of that venerable body i n  November 1936. 
The lamented passing of h i s  beloved f a the r  has swept as ide the prospective 
trowel and given i n  his  grasp the sceptre of Fmpire instead. 

That he w i l l  continue to  display act ive in t e re s t  i n  the a f f -  
a i r s  of Craft Masonry, there i s  no doubt, and Masons o f  t he  world may r e s t  
assured tha t  i f  by reason of  the extraordinarily onerous dut ies  of t h e  K i n g -  
shi  he i s  revented from act ive par t ic ipat ion i n  our mysteries, h i s  hear t  
wil!*be with gis brethren of t h e  mystic t i e .  

GOD SAVE THE KING 

13. 
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A U E B I N I C A L  LEGEJD 

The book of I s i ah  contains t h e  f o l l -  
owing: "Behold I have created t h e  smith 
t h a t  bloweth the coals i n  the f i r e  and 
tha t  bringeth f o r t h  the instrument f o r  
h i s  work." B u i l t  apparently upon t h i s ,  
the  following legend has grown up. With 
no knowledge of i t s  authent ic i ty ,  it i s  
published here f o r  i t s in t r ins ic  in te res t .  

And it came t o  pass, when Solomon, 
the son of Dwid,had finished the  Temple 
a t  Jerusalem, t h a t  he prepared a f eas t  
f o r  h i s  chief craftsmen and a r t i f i c e r s ,  
and spread the tab les  with the  fatness  
of the land, and with the wine and corn 
and o i l  thereof, 

And the sea t  of t he  king was apart  
on e. ra ised d a i s  facing the head of  the 
table ,  and the  two famous p i l l a r s  of 
bronze, with t h e i r  beautiful  cap i t a l s  
of lilies, pomegranates and de l ica te  net- 
work, stood, one on h i s  r i gh t  hand and 
the other on h i s  l e f t ,  and the l i n t e l  
thereof w a s  a s  a canopy over the  head 
of the king. 

And Solomon had a l s o  prepared a seat  
of  honor, and se t  it on h i s  r igh t  hand, 
ready f o r  tha t  craftsman who might be 
pronounced most worthy among a l l  who 
wrought i n  building the house of the 
Lord. 

And when a l l  was ready, he called t o  
h i s  ddef a a t e c t s  and raster-overseers, 
and the head-artif icers who were c u m  
workers i n  gold and s i lver ,  i n  bronze 
and ivory, and i n  wood and stone, yea, 
a l l  who had labored i n  building the 
Temple of t h e  Most H i g h ,  and he sa id  un- 
t o  them: 

''Come now with me and partake of the 
f e a s t  which I have prepared. Stretch 
for th  your hands; e a t ,  drink and be 
merry. The sk i l led  a r t i f i c e r  i s  worthy 
of honor. Is not t he  laborer  northy of 
h i s  h i re?  Muzzle not the ox that  tread- 
e th  out t he  cam upon the threshing floor." 

And when Solomon and h i s  guests had 
arr ived at  the place of the f e a s t ,  they 
beheld a man, clad i n  the garb and cov- 
ered with the s o i l  of labor,  seated i n  
the chair  of honor not yet awarded. And 
the King waxed wroth, and said. 'That 
manner of m n  a r t  thou? Why comest thou 
thus unseemly and unbidden t o  o u r  feast ,  
where none a re  invi ted save the chief 
workers on the  Temple?" 

And the man answered and sa id ,  "Plfase 
you, I came not unbidden. Was it not 
proclaimed that t h i s  day the chief work- 
men of the Temple dine with t h e  Kiw? 
Therefore am I come." 

And when the man had thus spoken,&? 
guests talked with each other,  and he 
who carved the cherubim spake aloud and 
said,  "This fellow is no sculptor,  I 
know him not." 

And he who in la id  the roof with pure 
gold sa id ,  "Neither i s  he of those who 
work i n  refined metals." And he who 
wrought i n  ra i s ing  the w a l l s  sa id ,  "He 
belongs not w i t h  those who a re  cu t te rs  
of stone, I' 

And one who labored i n  shaping the 
timbers for the roof said,  "We who are  
cunning i n  cedar wood, and know the 
mystery of joining strange timbers to- 
gether,  know him not. He i s  not of 

Then said King Solomn, "HOT sayest 
thou now? Wherefore should I not have 
thee plucked by the beard, scourged 
rrith a scourge and stoned v i th  stones, 
even unto death?" 

Rut the man vas nonise daunted, and 
he rose from the sea t ,  and came t o  
nhere the nine was s e t ,  and took a cup 
of  the nine and raised it high and 
spake aloud, saying, " 0  King, l i v e  f o r -  
everJ" He then drank long u n t i l  the cup 
m s  emptied. 

He now returned t o t &  sea t  and spake 
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t h e  gues t s  who had rebuked him, and 
i d  unto t h e  chief  of t h e  carvers  i n  
one, "Who made t h e  instruments  wi th  
i c h  you carve?" 

And he answered, "The Blacksmith." 

And t o  t h e  chief of t h e  workers i n  
od he s a i d ,  Who m d e  t h e  t o o l s  w i th  
i c h  you f e l l e d  t h e  cedars of Lebanon, 
d shaped them i n t o  p i l l a r s  and roof 
r t h e  Temple?" 

And he  a l s o  answered, "The Blacksnd-th!' 

Then he  spoke unto  t h e  a r t i f i c e r  in 
I d  and ivory  and precious s tones  say- 
g. "Who fashioned t h e  instruments 
t h  which you wrought b e a u t i f u l  orna- 
n t s  f o r  n?y l o r d  t h e  king?" 

And he  too  made a n s w e r  the same, 
'he Blacksmith." 

Then s a i d  t h e  man t o  Solomon, "Eehold, 
k ing ,  I a m  he whom, mhen men deride, 
iey c a l l  EilackmiQ but  when they  would 
)nor me, they  c a l l  me Son of Me Forge. 
tese Craftsmen say t r u l y  t h a t  I am not 
' them. I a m  t h e i r  superior .  Withoutmy 
ibor first,  t h e i r  l abo r  could not be. 
ie g rea t  T u M C a i n ,  whom allmen honor, 
tught t hose  who i n  t u r n  taught  me my 
t nd ic ra f t ,  and t h e  mighty Vulcnn, who 
*ought infire and smoke and sweat, as I 
), was it not deemed f i t t i n g  he  should 
toe even t h e  Queen of beauty t o  riife?" 

"Son of t h e  Forge," s a i d  Solomn,  "I, 
)o, honor thee,  thou worthy successor of 
le g r e a t  master ,  Tuba1 Cain. Take thoL 
iis s e a t  at my r i g h t  hand prepared for 
ie most worthy. It is  thy  due." 

Thus it came t o  pas s  a t  t h e  feast of 
)lemon, the  v i s e  King of I s r a e l ,  and 
*om t h a t  t i m e  f o r t h  t h e  smiths n e r e  
? Id  i n  high esteem, and g r e a t l y  in -  
*ea.kd and mul t ip l i ed  i n  a l l  lands. 

- Orienta l  Consis tory - 

LODGE Cmm 

Our P a t r i c i a  Lsdge No. 91  has  had t h e  
misfortune t o  l o s e  its Hall with  much of 
t h e  conten ts  by f i r e ,  and t h e  sympathy 
of every lodge i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i l l  
be with them i n  t h e i r  loss, 

Among t h e  important t h ings  destroyed 
was t h e i r  Charter ,  which can only be  re- 
placed by a duplicate i ssued  by t h e  Grand 
Master. This br ings  up t h e  thought t h a t  
our anc ien t  bre thren  i n  t h e  days before  
Grand Lodges must have had some document 
corresponding t o  t h e  Present  Charter  o r  
Warrant. In  those  days lodges of Wasons 
were sometimes ju s t  casua l  gather ings.  
Under what a u t h o r i t y  they  m e t  and even 
made $&sons i s  explained i n  an  a r t i c l e  
by R. W. Bro. C.C. H u n t ,  Grand Sec re t a ry  
i n  t h e  Grand Lodge B u l l e t i n  of  Ima. He 
sws t h e  Charter  o r  Warrant was regarded 
as based on t h e  Old Gothic o r  York Con- 
s t i t u t i o n .  This  copy was obtained from 
a lodge or a bro ther  who had one, o r  W a s '  
copied by them express ly  for t h e  purpoee. 
A group of Masons could R i t h  such a 
document i n  t h e i r  possession open and 
work a lodge of Masons. These lodges 
were knom as "St. John's Lodees", and 
t h e  Old Charges nere  read  t o  candidates  
a f t e r  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i o n .  

Such lodges continued t o  meet long  
a f t e r  t h e  formation of Grand Lodge. Their 
members n e r e  accepted as r egu la r  and 
when v i s i t i n g  a cha r t e red  lodge, would 
s ign  the  r e g i s t e r  as members of "St. 
John's" or sometimes j u s t  "Old Id~SOn". 

So today, we st i l l  have t h e  modern 
form of t h e  Old Charges i n  the  f r o n t  Of 
our Book of Cons t i tu t ion ,  vh ich  is a l -  
ways present  i n  a lodge a t  work, a l -  
though ve i n s i s t  on a Char te r  o r  Flar?nnt 
frcan Grand Loage being our a u t h o r i t y  
meeting as Freemasons. 

f o r  
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SOME NOTES RE: 

SASKATCHEWAN LODGE N0.17 

G. R . M. 
Compiled by R.W. Bro. A. West, J.G.W. 

I n  the Edmonton Bulletin of Dec- 
ember 3rd, 1881, a news item appeared 
s t a t i n g  that  a meeting of Masons was 
held i n  McDougall's Building t o  take 
s teps  t o  m m i z e  a lodge i n  Edmonton. 
There were present:  J. A. McDoWall, 
J. Lauder, F. R. Burton, J. A. Beldon, 
R. IdcLellan, J. H. Stewart, W. S t i f f ,  
J. Cameron, P. Heiminck, J. Kernahan, 
F. Osborne, F. Wilson, W.L. Wood, Rev. 
D. Newton, R. Bourne, T. G. Hutchins, 
3. Huchinson, W. Chamberlain, J.Penolr, 
Col. Jarvis, A. Taylor, J. F. Williams 

On January 13th,  1882, a dispensa- 
t i o n  was issued by the Grand Lodge of 
.@mituba, and the Lodge was i n s t i t u t ed  
on Febmary 13th, 1882. The Charter 
was issuedon February 1 6 t h ,  1883, and 
was const i tuted as Saskatchman Lodge 
No.17, G.R.N., April  21st ,  1853, with 
13 Charter members: 

Ph i l ip  Reiminck - Farmer - Y.M. 
Jas. Kernahan - Tinsmith - S.V. 
F.R. Burton - Carpenter - J.F. 

Other Members: 

W i l l i a m  S t i f f  
J.A. McDougall 
1pm. Humberstone 
A.D. Osborne 
J.F. Wil l iams 
Jas. Lauder 
J.H. Stewart 
J.M. Peacock 
J.A. Beldon 
T.G. Hutchins 

Teacher 
Merchant 
Brick Mfg. 
Gent1 eman 
Land Agent 
Baker 
Carpenter 
Clerk 
Carpenter 
Farmer 

So f a r  a s  I can lcarn Saskatchewan 
Lodge found it very d i f f i c u l t  t o  fun& 
t ion  as didother  Masonic lodges on the 
f r inge  of c ivi la t ion.  I n  1886 the 
lodge reported i n  a r rears  f o r  Grand 
Lodge dues, but subsequently these 
were paid and so reported. In  the 
same year March 15, 1886, a dispensa- 

1 

t i on  was issued by the Grand Lodge of 
Manitoba 'tempowering Brother Donald 
Ross, pending in s t a l l a t ion ,  t o  confer 
degrees and transact general business 
of t h i s  lodge u n t i l  he can secure the 
required number of Past  Masters t o  
perform the in s t a l l a t ion  ceremonies." 

I n  the Proceedings of 1886 the 
Grand Secretary reports  t h a t  special  
mention should be given t o  Saskatch& 
w a n  Lodge f o r  neatness and correctness 
of its return,  but l a t e r  he s t a t e s  
t ha t  Saskatchewan Lodge f a i l ed  t o  re- 
m i t  the full amount of dues with the 
returns. 

In 1888 the Grand Secretary r e p o r t  
ed tha t  Bro. Francis D. Wilson, Sec- 
r e t a ry  of Saskatchewan Lodge No. 17 ,  
writes under date of January l l t h ,  
1888 as follows: "The W.M. and of f i -  
cers  of Saskatchewan Lodge No. 1 7 ,  
have decided t o  return the Charter of 
t h i s  lodge as they f ind  it impossMe 
t o  keep it up any longer." 

In the Proceedings of 1889 appears 
t h i s  item "Saskatchewan Lodge No. 17  
has voluntar i ly  surrendered i ts  war -  
rant  and forwarded t o  t h i s  off ice  i ts  
books and papers. The furn i ture  has 
been stored subject t o  the order of 
t h i s  Grand Lodge by W. Bro. Donald 
Ross, but the promised inventory has 
not yet reached t h i s  office." All the  
lodge books tha t  nere sent i n  were 
destroyed by a f i r e  that  occurred i n  
1894. The Charter mas surrendered 
February 1 3 t h ,  1889. 

This i s  the extent of the s tory  I 
can of fe r  you f o r  old No. 1 7 ,  nhich 
was the first lodge chartered outside 
of Manitoba, which i s  now the  Prov- 
ince of Manitoba. 

HAVE YOU ANY FURTHER INFORWI"LTON? 

As t h i s  was the or ig ina l  chartered 
lodge i n  nhat i s  nov the Province of 
Alberta, the Editor nould be v e r y m h  
interested i n  any further information 
i n  possession of any brother who may 
read the foregoing. 


