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Were Freemasons, as i cd iv idua l s ,  asked t h e  question: 'What does Freemasonry 
s t a n d  for t o  you?", probably there  would be as many ansners  a s  t h e r e  a r e  d iver -  
g e n t  i nd iv idua l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

Were t h e  average Freemason quest ioned on what he be l i eves  Freemasonry t ry -  
i n g  t o  do,he might have considerable  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  formulating anything approa- 
ching an exact  de f in i t i on .  might 
have some vague idea  t h a t  we a r e  han.ded togo thc r  t o  he lp  bre thren  i n  distress, 
o r  might hold the  cornon bu t  vaguer i d e a  t h a t  Freemasonry i s  a "good thing". 
And t h e  as tonish ing  f a c t  i s  t h a t  he i s  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  pay dues, wear badges 
and a t t e n d  meetings for t h a t  "good th ing" ,  

Ee might answer i n  r i t u a l i s t i c  phraseology, 

The average member of a "blue" lodge has no rea1l.y d e f i n i t e  conception Of 

what Freemasonry s tands  f o r  i n  t h e  wider sense,  hence t h e  chasm between Masonic 
p re t ens ion  and Masonic performance which seems so d i f f i c u l t  t o  bridge. That 
may be one underlying reason why we have so mnny lodge members and so few 
Freemasons. We add members but f a i l  t o  mike Masons. That has  been s a i d  before .  

It seems then  t h a t  a grimary t a s k  of Freemasonry today i s  t o  r e s t a t e  i t s  
purpose and t h e  r e l a t i o n  of t h a t  purpose t o  modern l i f e .  Obviously t h e  subjec t  
i s  t o o  wide f o r  d i scuss ion  i n  these  confined columns but ,  a t  l e a s t ,  we can a t -  
tempt a b r i e f  restatexen;; ,  void of e rcha ic  language,obscuri ty  and emotionalism. 

Here i s  a first at tempt:  

Freemasonry, be l i ev ing  that i t s  philosophy and code a r e  fundamentally 
sound, s p i r i t u a l l y  and e t h i c a l l y ,  a t t a n p t s  i o  inf luence t i e  mass of mankind by 
t h e  precept  and example of i t s  devotees,  i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  an apprec i a t ion  of ben- 
evolence and to l e rance ,  passed t o  the  p o s i t i v e  knowledge of t h e  value of organ- 
i z e d  e f f o r t  and mork and raiscci t o  understanding of t he  supremo s o c i a l  va lue  
and u l t ima te  reward of courageous i n t e G i t y .  

I mild ly  chal lenge my bre thren  t o  l e t  me have t h e i r  statement of t h e  case. 

A.X,M. 
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A CO?DEKNATION OF ZIE IERSECUTION OF FRE3MASONS 

It i s  g r a t i f y i n g  . t o  l e a r n  t h a t  one Masonic Body, and t h a t  of very  high 
s tanding has  published a condemnation of t he  a t r o c i t i e s  perpe t ra ted  a g a i n s t  
Freemasons i n  c e r t a i n  coun t r i e s  of Cont inental  Europe. A t  i t s  Biennia l  Session,  
t h e  Supreme Council of t h e  S c o t t i s h  R i t e ,  Southern J u r i s d i c t i o n  and Mother Sup- 
reme Council of t he  For ld ,  i s sued  a pronunciamento condemning t h e  persecut ion,  
murder, a s s a s s i n a t i o n  and imprisonment of Masons and drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s ig-  
n i f i c a n c e  of t he  f a c t  t h a t  such a c t i o n  aga ins t  Freemasonry has  taken  p lace  un- 
d e r  varying forms of absolutism., both p o l i t i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l .  The statement of 
t h e  Supreme Council i s  a s  folloms: 

"The c m n i t t e e  again t akes  occasion t o  condemn t h e  persecut ion ,  imprison- 
ment, a s sas s ina t ion ,  and murder of kksons, f o r  no reason o t h e r  t han  thaO they 
are Masons, by r u t h l e s s  and ir- 
re spons ib l e  powers t h a t  seek t o  des t roy  all whose humanitarian i d e a s  tend t o  
thwart  t h e i r  own d i a b o l i c a l  designs. Ye extend t o  our  bre thren  i n  Spain,  and 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  where t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  of murdm and a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of  Nasons are 
p r a c t i s e d ,  our s i n c e r e s t  sympath-y and f r a t e r n a l  good w i l l ,  and we express  t h e  
hope t h a t  t h e  end of  t h e i r  persecut ion and su f fe r ings  i s  near  a t  hand, 

i n  some of the  Continental  European c o u n t r i e s  

"The committee p o i n t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  not without s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  
wherever i n  the  world today despots are seeking t o  des t roy  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  and 
t a k e  away the God-given r i g h t s  of t h e  people, there  Masonry i s  being suppressod, 
i t s  p rape r ty  conf i sca ted  and i ts  Tyrants  and 
despots ,  both p o l i t i c a l  and s s i r i t u a l ,  have long s i n c e  learncd t h a t  t h e  i d e a l s  
Of Masonry are incompatible with t h e  ne fa r ious  business  of despot ic  and oppres- 
s i v e  r u l e ,  and i t  i s  not s t r ange  t h a t  those who seek t o  impose t h e i r  i r o n  w i l l  
of tyranny upon a people, desp ise  and f e a r  Masonry. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i t  i s  
l i kewise  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  +?herever i n  the world t h e  i d e a l s  of democracy o b t a i n  
and the  p r i n c i p l e s  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government by the  people ' s  r ep resen ta t ives  
a r e  i n  fo rce ,  and i s  re -  
spected by those who love l i b e r t y  and be l ieve  i n  goverment  by l a w . "  

manbers imprisoned o r  murdered. 

Masonry prospers  and c a r r i e s  on i t s  work unmolested, 

fVSONRY I N  GERUNY CCIIPLETELY SUPPEESSED - 
The imrecls of t h e  Masonic F r a t e r n i t y  i n  Germany i s  a s  complete a s  could be 

d e s i r e d ,  even by H i t l e r  o r  Kussol in i ,  according t o  t h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  from t h a t  
country.  

All personal  property of t h e  Lodges has been destroyed, a l l  b u i l d i l y s  of 
t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  confiscated,and JThhat i s  worse, a l l  members rendered incomunica- 
t i v e  with one ano the r ,  under pena l ty  of a r r c s t  and imprisoment .  A few l e a d e r s  
have conrmittcd su ic ide ,o thers  have d ied  before  t h e i r  t ime, and some have become 
t r a i t o r s  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  cause of t he  F r a t e r n i t y ,  a s  was t r u e  of  some members of 
t h e  Order =id a f t e r  over a hundred and t h i r t y  members 
of one Lodge were m r d e r e d  during one n ight  i n  t h a t  country. 

a fen l e a d e r s  i n  I t a l y ,  

Vi rg in ia  Masonic Herald. 
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THE S I G N I F I W 2  OF' THE COiWW STO'ST 
By Harry K. Green. 

Perhaps i t  may be in te res t ing  t o  explain br ie f ly  the moral and s p i r i t u a l  
significance of corner stone layings of t he  Masonic Fraternity.  

In  accordance with our ancient r i t e s , t h e  corner stone should be square and 
i t s  contents a cube. and the cube 
symbolizes TRU13. 

The stone, i n  accordance w i t h  s t r i c t  Masonic observance, should be l a i d  i n  
t h e  north-east corner between the North and the  East. The North, Masonically, 
has always been deemed a place of darkness and t he  East a place of l i gh t .  Con- 
sequently, the ceremony s ignif ies  t o  us man's progress from darkness t o  the 
l i g h t  of a be t te r  day and f r o m  ignorance t o  be t te r  wisdom and more useful know- 
ledge. 

The square Masonically symbolizes M O W L I T Y  

Masonically,the corner stone i s  t h e  most durable par t  of a material  s t ruc-  
ture.  It s ign i f i e s  t o  us tha t ,  thoueh the building m i l l  f a l l  t o  waste and de- 
cay, due t o  the devastation of time, yet the corner stone m i l l  endure, and tha t  
although our ear thly house, our  tanple of  f l e sh  and bone, w i l l  some day decay 
and be relegated t o  the s i l e n t  clods of mother ear th ,yet  within ourselves there 
i s  a foundation stone upon which me may depend - the corner stone of e terna l  
l i f e  - t he  corner stone of the i m o r t a l i t y  of the soul. 

The Master advises us  that  t h i s  stone i s  t rue,  t rus ty , t r ied  and well l a i d ;  
t o  us a reminder t h a t  our v i r tues  must be t r i ed  by pain, temptations, advcrsity 
and suffering, before bein6 deomed by the Sugromc Architoct as worthy material  
f o r  t ha t  sp i r i t ua l  building,that houso not made with hands,oternal i n  t h o  hoav- 
02s. 

From ear ly  Masonic h is tory  we learn that  t h e  Jews were the  f i rs t  t o  cele- 
bra te  corner stone layin@. They engaged i n  such f e s t i v i t i e s  as  these i n  the 
laying of corner stones of t h e i r  i rdividual  homes, dedicating them t o  useful 
service t o  t h e i r  famil ies  and l o c a l i t i e s .  Oftimes some prince o r  man of high 
standing i n  the Jewish t r ibes  was defined as a corner stone of h i s  day and age. 
We likowise hear today i n  Christian churches, the Christ referred t o  a s  "the 
corner stone of c ivi l izat ion".  Thus, the Jew and the Gentile of Masonic ascoci- 
a t ion  join hands i n  such celebrations as these t o  s t r e s s  t h e  moral and re l ig-  
ious  meaning and t o  create i n  our individual 
l i v e s  a desire and ambition t o  l a y  cor:ier stones within ourselves made of those 
v i r tues ,  pr inciples  ond idea ls ,  t ha t  go t o  build up a be t te r  humanity and a 
f i n e r  world.  

of Masonic corner stone layings, 

If there  i s  one thing needed more than a l l  others today i n  the solving of 
the problems of a troubled world i t  is  the s p i r i t  of f r a t e rn i ty  and fellowship 
&?long men. I t  i s  t o  be  hoped that rhen the r ea l  s p i r i t  o f  brotherhood is deeply 
wri t ten in to  the hear ts  and s o u l s  of a l l  the peoples of the world, the clouds 
of war hovering over. the world today m i l l  vanish f o r  ever and s t r i f e ,  dissen- 
sion and rebel l ion be supplanted by peace and good T r i l l  among men. The r e a l  

'corner  stone i s  l a i d  i n  the heer ts  o f  men and on i t  should r ise wal ls  of idea l  
and aspirat ion which cannot be measured i n  the currency of the  day but i n  the  
consciousness Of service and unself ish fe l lowhip ,  nourished by,  t o i l ,  exalted 
by v i r t u e  and dedicated t o  the pr inciples  of brotherly love, r e l i e f  and truth.  



February GMND LODGE B W E I I N  19 38 

TIiE CkRD1iQ.L VIRlVES 

The second v i r t u e  denominated as c a r d i n a l  i s  that  of Fo r t i t ude .  It i s  de- 
r i v e d  from t h e  same roo t  as f o r t  - a s t rong  place.  So t h e  e s s e n t i a l  i d e a  of 
t h e  word i s  s t rength .  But it i s  a c e r t a i n  Mnd of s t rength .  It i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  
of cha rac t e r  which makes him who possesses  i t  a b l e  t o  s tand fas t  and endure. I n  
t h e  s o l d i e r , s t e a d i n e s s  i s  one of t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  t h ings  to develop. The raw 
r e c r u i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be impetuous, en thus i a s t i c ,  eager ,  but e r r a t i c  and un re l i -  
a b l e .  One of t h e  marks of t he  ve t e ran  i s  the  a b i i i t y  t o  wai t  f o r  the  r i g h t  time 
t o  a c t  and meantime t o  " s t i c k  it". 

The vrorld today seems t o  have a n  ever  increas ing  number of people who l a c k  
t h i s  qua l i ty .  They whine and coriplain because cond i t ions  are not made pleasant  
and comfortable f o r  them. Unless t h e  rules of t h e  game can be a l t e r e d  t o  s u i t  
them they  r e f u s e  t o  p lay ,  and f r equen t ly  they themsolvos w i l l  make no s a c r i f i -  
c e s  and endure no hardships  t o  br ing  about t h e  changes they des i r e .  

Masonry i s  a progress ive  science.  T h i s  should mean two th ings .  The ind i -  
v idua l  Mason should f e e l  r e spons ib l e  f o r  pushing ahead i n  knowledge and self-  
development. And t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  should f e e l  respons ib le  f o r  promoting; advances 
i n  s o c i a l  bet terment ,  I n  inakic:; advances there are two necess i t i e s .  From time 
t o  time a t  opportune moments t h e r e  munt be vi6orous a t t acks ,  c a r e f u l l y  planned 
and s k i l f u l l y  cxecutod f o r  t h e  p p p o s o  of reaching now objec t ives .  This  s o r t  of 
t h i n g  i s  sometimes t h r i l l i n g  2nd speotacular.  But it is equal ly  important t h a t  
r e s u l t s  so obtained be safegwarded and nem p o s i t i o n s  Ton be consol idated.  This  
i s  p r e c i s e l y  what i s  meant i:her. we speak There i s  
no th ing  t h r i l l i n g  about t h e  e f f o r t  necessary. It i s  comparatively easy  t o  r i s e  
t o  an emergency. The l a z i e s t  man l i v i n g  v i i l l  h u s t l e  around i f  h i s  house i s  
burning dom,but  ho w i l l  no t  subjcc t  himself t o  t h e  d a i l y  exer t ion  of providing 
adequate ly  f o r  i t s  upkeep o r  replacement. 

of yard in( . ,  t h e  landmarks. 

A f o r t  i s  not  constructed f o r  offensive purposes. It is  a p l ace  of r e t i r e -  
ment f o r  defence o r  reorganizat ion.  Fo r t i t ude  i s  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i t y  which 
enables  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  i nd iv idua l  t o  stand fast  and endure t h e  s torm i n  t h e  
calm c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h i s  too w i l l  i n  due time pass. 

"Where t r u e  f o r t i t u d e  drrel ls , loyel ty ,  bounty, f r i endsh ip ,  and f i d e l i t y  may 
b e  found." -- S i r  Thomas Brorme. 

A. E. Ottewell .  

I expect t o  pass through t h i s  world but once; any good th ing ,  
t he re fo re ,  t ha t  I can do, o r  any kindness t h a t  I can show t o  
any fel low-creature ,  l e t  me do i t  now; l e t  me  no t  defer  o r  
neg lec t  it f o r  I s h a l l  not pass  t h i s  way again. 

Author unknown. 

APOLLO No. 27 and D O I W ? A  No. 150 AMALGAMATED 

On December 6 ,  1937, t h e  above lodges completed t h e i r  amalgamation and re- 
solved t o  continue unaer  t h e  name and cha r t e r  of Apollo Lodge No.27 a t  S t e t t l e r .  
PI. Bro. D r .  N. W. Connolly of S t e t t l e r  was e lec ted  Sec rc t a ry  for 1938, t o  whom 
a l l  communications regard ing  t h e  fonner lodges should be d i rec ted .  
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