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Y this time all Lodges will have received full B information regarding the organization of the 
War Distress Fund OI 19-11-42, and it is to be hoped 
311 Lodges a.re taking action to do a generous sha,re. 

The organization has left to the initiative of the 
District Chairmen and Worshipful Masters the actual 
and specific methods of interesting the individual 
Brethren and already some quite optimistic reports 
are beginning to come in. 

Objectives have been set for Distlicts and Lodges, 
but in the last analysis these objectives must be 
reduced to a per man basis, and i t  is this per man 
basis which is the individual’s personal and imme- 
diate concern. It is apparent that some may not 
be able t,o meet the individual objective-although 
tlicm are fern indeed who cannot reach i t  readily 
enough over a wholc year-so those more fortunately 
situated must come to the rescue. 

’lo who can give than 
the per man objective should measure his personal 
quota exactly, but rather grasp his opportunit)r t’o 
give generously according to his portion in life, 
remembering not only the great nced for a.nd purpose 
of thc Fund, but that some of his less fortunate 
Brethren may find i t  difficult to meet even t.he 
individual objective set. 

Brethren should remember, too, that thc iieed is 
urgent and that to begin to  give now and rcgnlarly 
every month until the close of the campaign is thc 
best may to keep generous cont.rihutions moT-ing t o  
the point where t,hey cnn be nscd best’ to n,id the 
stricken. 

It is 110 extlggerat.ion to suggest t.hat t,ho eyes 
of the &lasonic world are on Canada’s part in this 
grim struggle. Alberta is of Canada and, therefore, 
the Masons of Alberta must, as a mutter of high 
privilege, share the responsibility which is 80 squarely 
put upon them. 

We have not failed in the past, nor shall we fail 
The singling out of our Grnnd Master, repre- 110rn. 

senting his brethren, by the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of England, H.R..H. the Duke of Kent., 
on his recent visit, was an honor to each and every 
one of us and a striking illustration of the standing 
of the Order in high places. That high standing is 
our possession a,nd no worth his 
salt can fail to be proud of that possession, nor 
shirk his share in maintaining its worth against 
the day when his sons and eOme to 
pass judgment on the heritage we have passed to 
them. 

sons of free ulen free nle~L ~~e to 
remain, passing the self-same t,orch of freedom to 
the nfa,Bon who follow us, From our Mother 
in England Re received the tradit,ion of F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  surely the least we do now is her a,nd hers 
in this hollr of need! 

SO little from yon, Brethren, will meet our present, 
share. We know you i d  not be found wanting, but 
will sce clcarly that now, today, is the day in which 
you will act! Together me Cau finish this job, amollg 
ourselves, quietly, arid as a trust to I,? faith- 
fully 

:L?Vi.iV. 

0 . .  

DON’T WAIT 

the earth no more, don’t weep, don’t sigh, don’t 
sob; I mny il job. Don,t go 
and buy a large bouquet for which you’ll find i t  
hard to pay: don’t mope around nnd feel all bluc; 
I may be hetter off than you. Don’t tell the folks 
I was a saint or any old thing that I a,in’t, if you 
have jam likc t.hat t,o spread, please hnnd it out 
before I’m dead. If you have roses, bless my soul, 
just pin one in my buttonhole while I’m alive and 
me11 boday. Don’t, mit  until I’vc gone away. 

Wllell I quit this lnortal sllorc, :lnd l~ou.ey 

-Front ’ ‘Wi.seonj.iil Fwrmi iri’ ’ 
n 
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THE GRAND MASTERS MEET 
No greater tiibute to the high regard in which 

Craft Masonry stands could be paid than on the 
occasion of t,hc recent visit of H.1Z.H. The Duke of 
ICeiit, to this province. On official business con- 
nected with C,anada’s War Effort, he still found 
time, as Grand Master of the United Grnnd Lodge 
of England, to request an intervim with our Grand 
Master and Grand Secretary, and to express his 
thanks on behnlf of our overseas Bret,tiren for the 
Fund raised under the direction of &‘I. W. Bro. 
Samuel Harris last year. The interview was a 
compliment t.o the Ma?ons of Alberta and can be 
accepted as an incentive to carry on to greater 
lcngths in our modest share of relief of our Bret,hren 
in the front line. 

o a o  

LETTER FROM THE DUKE OF KENT 
A copy of a letter from tlie Duke of Kent t,o our 

Grand Master appears below: 

Dear Bro. Ellis: 
I want to take this opportunity of thanking you 

and the Members of the Craft in Alberta for your 
great generosity. 

I can assure you that the support which has been 
given to relieve distress, occasioned by bombing in 
the British Isles, is most fully appreciat,ed hy tlie 
brethren in England. 

We have a.11 been deeply t,ouched by the whole- 
hearted m y  in which the brethren in Alberta have 
put into practice, in this way, one of t.he most cher- 
ished tmdit,ions of Free Masonry. 

Calgary, August 6th, 1941. 

Yours sincerely, 

o a a  
A LETTER FROM SCOTLAND 

That the Grand Lodge of England, to which the 
War Defence Fund of 1940-41 was sent, is ready 
and willing t.o sha,re donations is shoi>-n by a letter 
reccived by oiir Grand Secret,ary from the Acting 
Grand Sccretary of tlic Grand Lodge of Scot,h!nd. 
In Scotland, :IS in  Ihgland, i t  is evident tlint, our 
help is highly prized, and here again is incentive 
for our Scottish Brethren to comc to the aid of t,he 
.hid Mither Far  AN^! 

“George”. 

THE GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAXI1 
of Anricnt, Frrr and Accepted Masons 

Freemasons’ Hdl, 
06 George Street, 

Edinburgh, 2. 
,I. H. W. 8 ,  Keniniis, Esq., 
Grand Secretary, 
Ahsonic Tempie, 
12 Avenue West, 
CALGARY, Alhertn 
Dear Sir and R. JT‘. Brother. 

I have today recciled through tlie Graiid Yecret>lry 
of En~I.iiid, tlic win of €500 rhirh your Grand 1.rrilp.i~ 

as been good enough to donate to our War Dist’resv 
‘und. This special ncw Fund is earmarked for the 
urpose of meeting urgent peeds arising out of 
istress caused directly or indirectly by enemy 
ction, generally of a temporary charact,er, and 

is unnecessary to say how greatly t,his practicnl 
nd friiternal gest,ure will be appreciated by my 
:rand Lodge which meets on Thursday first. All 
ontiibut.ions to this Fund mc in tlie hands of Grand 
.Imoner and his Commit.tee, with full discretionary 
owers so that requests may be dealt with from 
ay to day without, the usual rout,ine applications 
nd delay. 
Meiintinie, I would like to say how much t,he 

h f t  on this side value t.he attitude our brethren 
)verseas have adopted towards this great struggle 
letween thc powers of freedom and tyranny. The 
:nowledge of such support from your great Nation 
IOW so evident and practica.1, goes far to strengthen 
siir hmds and make assurance doubly mrc thttt 
ight, mill prevail in the end. 

Yours fraternally, 

(Signed) L. Melrose, 
Acting Grand Secretary. 

0 0 0  

MASONIC PUBLICATION BOMBED 
Incendiary bombs dropped from German pla,ties 

)n London have totally destroyed the plant of 
‘The Freemason”, the oldest weekly Mssonic jonrnnl 
If Great Britain, which has becn published continu- 
iusly for the past seventy-one years. While reports 
krc meager, it, is bclicved all records and copies of the 
uagazine mere destroyed and pnblicat,ion has been 
rusprnded. 

O B ~  

ILLNESS OF THE GRAND SECRETARY 
Brethren throughout the Province will be glad to 

.cam that reports 3s me go to press indicate thqt 
M. W. Bro. John I<einmis, Grand Secretary, I S  
making good progress to recovery from his recent 
3evere illness. He expects to be convalescing at  
home for the next few wecks and back in harness 
ngain before very long. Meantime, R. W. Bro. 
Wm. Irelnnd, Jnnior Grand Wnrclen, is cn,rrying on 
BS Acting Grand Secretary. 

0 . 0  

A well-ordered life is like climbing a tower; the 
riev hdf-vay up is better than tlie view from thr 
m c ,  I n d  ii. sbeadily bccoincs finer as the horizon 
.s I !:I n~ls.-- 11-ill i,i oi J,?jon Phdpn. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE 
MASONIC WAR DISTRESS FUND 

1941-1942 

Oeaeral Chairmen 
Southern: A. D. Cumming, Calgarj-. 
.\'OT//IWTI : A. M. Mitchell, Edmonton. 

General Secretary 
George Moore, Mirsonic Temple, Calgary 

District Chairmcn 
Dist. No. 1-R. \V. Bro. F. V. Truesdale, c/o. Pil- 

liington Bros., Calgary. 
Diut,. No. 2-15'. Bro. S. T. Fawcett, 837n Fourth 

Street,, RIcdicine Hat. 
Ilist.. No. 3-11. W. Bro. R.. G. Thoinson, Edmonton. 
Dist. Ko. 4-hi. W. Bro. W. J. Bot.t,erill, Red Deer. 
Dist.. KO. 5-W. Bro. John Douglas, Cnmrose. 
Did. No. 6-It. W. Bro. J. P. Casteel, IIigli River. 

W. Bro. R. L. Kedfern, Okotoks. 
W. Bro. L. T. Hutt,on, Claresholin (for 

Nanton, Stavcly, Claresholm and 
Granum). . 

Dist. Xo, 7-11. W. Bro. H. G. Rtretton, Let,hbridge. 
Dist. No. 8--RI. W. Bro. G. E. Cruickshank, Hillcrest 
Dist. Xo. 9-W. Bro. J. Brennan, Stettler. 

Dist. KO. 10-R. IT. Bro. T. W. Bull, Edmonton. 
Dist,. No. 11-R. IT. Bro. George L. Depue, Clinm. 

Dist. Xo, 12--T7. W. Bro. C. Garnet,t,, Edmonton. 
Dist. KO. 13---1\1. \V. Bro. Ssm Harris, High Praiiie 
Dist. No. 14-R. W. Bro. J.  R. Lawrence, Chinook 
Diut. KO. 15--R, W, Bro. LeRoy W. Bond, Irricxnn 
nist. ?To. 16-W. Bro. Jaines Weir, Drumheller. 
Dist.. Xo. 17-1'. W. Bro. H. B. Collier, Viking. 

It, W. Bro. A. Scot.land, Erskine. 

pion. 

PAST DEPUTIES PERFORM 
A unique fratuie of thc Annual Mceting of Dis 

trict No. 4, lield at Innisfail on September loth, ir 
reported by It. \.v. Bro. W. If. Jackson, Districl 
Secrctnry. I-Ieadcd by 15. W. Bro. W. J. Bottelil 
:is Acting Worshipful Master, all offices were filler 
1,s Past District Deputy Grand Masters. Man> 
heloved old-timers appcared and the result a5 a rc 
union ivaq enjoyed by a11 fortunntr rnongli t o  h 
pi escnl . 

THE SPEECH OF THE LODGE 
- _ _  

By HENRY a. MEACIIAM, Grand Lecturer 
Grnnd Lodge of Nen. York 

VERY calling by which nicn eiwi :L living has i i  E vocabulary and a foriii ol expression peculiar 
o it. The physician, the garage mechanic, the 
awyer and the farmer, each has his own expression,? 
he other does not use. In many cascs a man in onc 
iccupation does not underst,nnd the tedmnicnl speerh 
)f anobher. 

In the Ititual we $8- 
:over words and expressions used in the conferring 
)f Degrees which Re do not employ in our daily 
:onversation. In other words, we have in the Ihtual 
t word usage peculiar to the spcech or the language 
if the Lodge. It is this peculiar usage of words and 
!hrases that gives to our Lodge speech its beautiful 
ndividualit,y. It has both incisiveness and rugged- 
ness. Becabse its style is different frqm our familiar, 
:very day diction we find some portions difficult t o  
aemorize. 

If one travels in a foreign country to discover how 
people think, and why t,hey think as they do, we 
must first be familiar with the langua,ge of the coun- 
try. Ot,hcrwise me shall not arrive at  u common 
understanding wit,h the inhabitants. No single 
Feature of the Craft so reflects its charncter and pur- 
pose as does t,he 1titn:il. Therefore, to  undersland 
the spirit of Freemasonry, we innst first learn to 
3peak the language. Tlie Ritual, nliicli I rm fond 
of alluding to a,s the Speech or the Lnnguage of thc 
Lodge, is the st.arting point to Masonic understnnd- 
ing. This is one of screral rcasons for tlic require- 
ment thnt a candidate lenrn t,he Lccturc of a Degrce 
beforc he be advanced to t,he following Degrce. He 
must be proficient and csnct in tlie start t o  arrivc 
anywhere in the end. It. is not, that t,he mcre pro- 
cess of memorizing will give him a ueedcd b d g r o u n d  
but that through familiarity with the speech of the 
Lodge lie may lay tlie foundation to a coinnioii 
understanding be twen  him and his Brethren. 

This is true in  the Graft. 

Tho Ritunl is prcscribed hy Gmnd Lodge. Ouc 
renson for requiring us to use i t  :LS prcsciibed is thai 
the specch of the Lodge lic not, dcbased by tlic Englidi 
us:igc of t,he cnrclcss or thc nnrcsponsix Brothcr; 
tli:it the 1:ingu:igc of t,lic Lodge bc not debased by 
t h e  language of the strcet. The sheer be:inty of OUT 
Ritud (!n:ibles u s  to keep out of the 1.odge that \$-liich 
docs not coiilorni, in  spoken word, to the dignity of 
ii 3Iasonic Lodge. The slnng and the idiom of 
the day Tvill pass; current popular expressions iirc 
forgotten. But our Ititual, which is such u boon 
to the innrticulate Brother, nnd R plcasitrit, soorcc of 
satisfaction to us all, mill cndurc :is long as tlie Craft. 
I t  is a grmt, ro rk  of art given t o  119 to use :1nd t o  
be pnsscd on to those who follow. 
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ON BALLOTING 

By JOSEPH EARL PERRY, Grnnd Master 
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 

of the mfeguards of Frcemasonry is t,hat no ON” one can join except by unanimous, secret bdlot. 
Nothing should be allowed to weaken that almost 
unique safeguard and no member should be intinii- 
dated in the exercise of the balloting privilege. If 
the standards for admission should be too far re- 
laxed membership in the Frcternity would come to 
mean but little. But, on the other hand, if they 
are too rigid no one could ever be admitted and the 
Craft, and all its possibilities for good would soon 
die out. The same strangulation would result if 
even a single member in each Lodge should misuse 
his power to keep out all candidates. Balloting 1s a 
serious responsibility. Let us give some thought’ to 
its proper exercise. 

In the first place, let us remember that we are 
living in a wo~ld peopled exclusively by imperfect 
people. None IS perfect. Moreover, the Frltternity 
seeks not to condemn, but to help, humanity. IVkdt- 
ever helps toward t.hat objective is good Mason~y. 
The underlying test. in halloting is to determlne 
whether it would be better for Masonry if the Lodge 
were to accept or rejecC the particular applicant. 

An applicant must be of good report and well 
recommended. The welfare and effectiveness of thc 
Lodge are in no small degree int>erwoven with its 
standing in the comniunit,y. No organization that 
stands for high principles can expect to be a t  all 
times popu1a.r with all people. But being popular is 
far different from being xorthy of respcct. I t  would 
be a ncedless handicap to accept ;any one whose 
moral st,anding in the communit,y IS so low as , to  
put the Craft. in thy. position of professing hlgh 
standards but admitting members whose lives a.re 
perpetual symbols of the opposite. Nor is this 
merely a matter of notoriety, for a man whose iniquity 
is so cleverly concealed that h e  is st,ill a popular 
idol should nevertheless he relectcd. Thc test is 
chnracter rather than popularity. 

But how about the man who is really all right but 
is unjustly condemned by the public, or t,he man 
who has sinc.erely reformed and needs help and 
encouragement in his effort to  live a wholesome life? 
The n1timat.e rr-elfarc of t.he Lodge must still be the 
decisive test. KO inm has an :tbsolut,c, inherent 
right to belong and thc Fraternity is not a reform 
school or a rescue mission. It is under no obligation 
to accept too great n handicap. On the other hand, 
Freemasonry has no more fundamental objective 
than the building of character and countless men 
have beon rescued by it and helped to reform them- 
selves. Moreover, it. would bc better for a Lodge to 
sscrifice it,s very existence through fidelity to prin- 
ciple than t,o survive by surrendering principle. 
That very t,hiiig has happened in every count.ry mhere 

Masonry has been suppressed and it might well be 
the duty of a Lodge to accept a proper candidate 
even in defimce of popular or official wrath or con- 
demnation. 

How about the applicant who has made bad 
mistakes in the past but has since lived an exemplary 
life? Is there no st,stute of limitations, no sufficient 
period of penance? For what they may he worth, 
my own views are strongly that if a ma,n has truly 
repented and reformed, and if sufficient time has 
elapsed to give reasonable askurance that there will 
be no recurrence, the past should be forgotten. 
KO mistake should be considered irrevocable or 
irretrievable. “The Moving Finger writes; and, 
having writ, moves on.” One might surrender to 
the black despair of the next lines, “Nor all your 
Piety nor Wit shall lure i t  back to cancel half a line 
nor all your team wash out a word of it”; but more 
wisely one should take courage from the fact that 
the moving finger does move on. It does not let a 
single word or a single chapter end the story. It 
moves on and on and on to new pages and new 
cliaptcrs and there are no more glorioiiv annals than 
those of the indomitable souls who admitting their 
mistakes yet build them into foundatiom for victory, 
who deny the right of the past to foreclose the present’ 
and t.he future. Alkali neutralizes acid; force stalc- 
mates force; love dissolves hat.e; courage and reso- 
lution can cancel out every defeat; the present can 
blot. out the past. Rejection of an npplicant is 
rarely justified solely on the ground of mistake6 in 
the remote past. The more recent past, the present, 
and the prospects for the future are safer guides. 

There is another class of problem cases composed, 
for instance, of men of good moral charact,er, but 
who are nevertheless uncooperative, or so colorless 
as to promise to become little but additional dead- 
wood, or so aggressive as t,o be prospect,ive threats 
of disharmony, or so improvident, as to be probable 
charity charges. There would seem t,o be no good 
reason for accepting such candidates or any otlier 
type whose admission would be harmful to the 
Lodge. The pre-application committee should fore- 
stall their applications, not only as a protection to 
the Lodge, hut also as a kindness t o  the individual 
applicant,. 

Giving the interest of the Lodge paramount con- 
sideration, but seeking to injure no mnn; seawhing 
for qualit,y rather than numbers, yet having tolerant, 
regard for t,he frailties to which we are all subject; 
testing no man by his worldly wealth or outward 
appearance but only by his real character, let us 
approach the ballot wit,h wisdom, with kindness and 
with courage. 

0 . .  

The theory of Masonry is beautiful, but the 
practice is grander. Dreds must attest the sincerity 
of our profession. 


