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MASONRY

It has been said that “Masonry is-a great and
noble institution™ and T don’t suppose there is any
hrother “worth his salt” who wonld deny such a
title to our fraternity. Its greatness has been re-
vealed down the centuries and its nobility has been
engraved on the hearts and institutions of man by
the many deeds of charity, chivalry and devotion
to the finer things of life. These virtues, it has
established in many countries and many climes,
and ont of Masonry have come men and groups
of nien whose dominating impulse is to serve their
fellowman

The toundation for such noble purposes is to
be found in the opportunities presented in all our
Lodges for the development of character among
men of various talents and backgrounds. Artisan
can meet with the artist, seholar with teacher, men
with diversified talents, meeting in brotherhood and
mterchanging ideas. Here may meet all shades of
political thought, diamonds in the rough, highly
cultured citizens, but all willing to subjugate their
individual likes and dislikes to the common ideal
of brotherhood. Thus, coming from all walks of
lite, abiding friendships are cemented by this splen-
did majestic amalgam of “brotherly love”. Each
Lodge has for its ideal the seeking, striving, and
finding of goodness, truth, beauty and wisdom, so
that its members may work out their findines in
the pattern of daily living.

That is the 1deal, and it may be, conscious as
we are of the heights we must elimb toward that
ideal, that discouragements, both individual and
collective, may come. How often we fall short of
our fondest dreams. “We would to good but ... .
Yet to fall short of the ideal is not to vefute the
ideal, and if we do not immediately attain the
heights, we must see that, *‘Not sudden in a minute
all 1s accomplished, all is done”. This is revealed
in the book of S.1.. as we read how, step by step,
the great Architeet of the universe eradually un-
folds his creation,

Let us remember that we, as individuals, progress
toward the ideal of greatness and nobility, Through
brotherly love, we are supported by the memory
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of many a departed brother. “Our fathers were high
minded men”. They, being dead, vet speak and the
foundation of c¢hivalry and fellowship and charity
they laid is a sure foundation upon which we may
build progressively, rising toward the fulfillment
of our highest hopes.

All this may come about by the practice of
brotherly love. This, to some, may seem a mere
figure of speech, but I do believe that any who have
really seen Masonry at work, can think of this
phrase as a mere sentiment. T have seen it work
and this brotherly love of which I speak is such
a love as was pictured so clearly in the story of
David and .Jonathan. The utter and complete sub-
jugation of one’s own ego In the serviece of another.
It is such love that inspires and sustains, and en-
ables us to practice toward individuals and groups
the highest spirit of toleration, generosity and
charity,

Many look upon Masoury as a great social or-
ganization, providing congenial fellowship, and the
enjoyment of sovial functions. It is all of this, but
something more. Such things have their merits
and through such functions many a brother has
been started toward the place of the light. No one
would wish to curtail this festive spirit of our
Lodges. The fun, the laughter and good feeling of
such occasions lends for stability of character. as
our famous brother, Bobbie Burns, sang:

It's no in titles nor in rank:
[t’s no in wealth like London Bank
To purchase peace and rest.”

In sueh fellowship, many of different economie
status can find common ground and it all helps in
the development of the whole man. “The love of the
hrethren”™ — it is a rare gift for us to be able to
meet our fellow man with this spirit. A love that
Is so strong that it undercuts, or overwhelns, poli-
tieal, theological. and pious isolationism and brings
the brethren together. It is more than justice, and
s greater than faith or hope, It means the presence
of the Great Architeet Himself in the heart and
mind of the brother. When this happens. as it does.
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a new spirit is gencrated in the Lodge room, in the
nmarket place where Masons meet, and in all our
publie relations. Little differences seem trivial and
harmony prevails.

In our work there are steps to elimb, chambers
for meditation, instruments to use and lights to
licht the wayv. All these are outward signs and
symibols leading to one place, the centre place. The
place where we are asked to kneel and make our
covenant., and when the covenant is made, then
“begeins to be brought to pass” the whole reason
for omr being there and meaning tor our whole
existence, a complete and changed attitude toward
life. Where as before we were in darkness, now we
lave seen a great light, a light to bring us more
and more into the fellowship of men whose one
inereasing purpose is to bring free men into the
bondsmanship of noble living.

As Masons., we ask for light and yet more light.
To what purpose? The source of gloom so often
Ties within ourselves. Owr ego so often bloeks the
lieht, and when we fail — as we often do — to
think of the brethren, and think of ourselves alone,
then this ego is opaque and darkens all our think-
ineg. [t shuts out our light and the light of others
too, and casts a shadow everywhere, hut it we show
Forth the light we have rveceived through the tenets
ol our work then the nobility of our profession
aned our fraternity is made manifest to all men.

The humblest life has within it the forces of
oreat and noble manhood waiting only to be aroused
and developed, and when set free, exerts its in-
fluence a thousand fold. Truly, the S.L. is right
when it sayvs, Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”

R. W. Bro. D. D. MacQueen,
Junior Grand Warden, Alberta,

FREEMASONRY AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP

No institution teaches more plainly the funda-
mentals of good citizenship than Freemasonry. The
virtues which characterize a good citizen are found
in the obligations and charges, while its ceremonies
vemind us of the duties we owe to constituted au-
thority. A Mason may, of course, indulge in fair
criticism, and even advocating change, in a sineere
desire to champion any eause which endeavours
intelligently to build a better human order. It is
of the essenee of a free government,

An eminent Masonic scholar has declared that
no man has any right to claim to be a Freemason
unless he has endeavoured to put into practice
some of the teachings of the fraternity. “It is not
necessary,” he asserted, “to go up to the Lodge-
room to practice Masonrv. The place to practice
Masonry is in the busy marts of the world, where
men meet each other in their daily affairs, and
where human kindness and helpfulness and honesty
are so mueh needed.”

—""Helena Masonic

News'"-
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TO THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER

The Worshipful Master, newly called to the
Chair. and swelling with new honours and respon-
sibil‘iiius. is favoured by his friends with wholesome
adviee concerning his duties and wise admonitions
respecting the pitfalls that lie in his path. He 18, in-
deed, a poor Mason who cannot tell the Master
how to run the Lodge, and a churlish one who will
not volunteer adviee. Not to he out of fashion, the
Journal at this time ventures one suggestion, as
evidence of its good faith and interest in the sue-
cess of the Worshipful Master,

The supreme problem which  confronts every
Master, and one which from time immemorial has
vexed ocenpants of the oriental chair, is how to
interest the members and induce them to attend
the commumications of the Lodge. We have no hesi-
taney in saying that this is the greatest secret in
Masonry, aud he who solves the riddle will achieve
the perfect suceess which all Masters hope for, We
shall not attempt to review this problem in all its
forms, for it assumes various aspects according to
the situation and ecircumstances. The “attractions”
which are effective in the one instance would be of
no avail in another, and it is impossible to preseribe
a common poliey which would suit all conditions,

There is one condition, however, which we be-
lieve to be pretty nearly universal, and one evil
from which the Craft gencrally has suffered. That
is the evil of late hours, the folly of frittering -away
‘rl_lc- time of the Lodge and drageing out until mid-
night or later a communication that could and should
have been completed by 10 or 10:30 o'clock. The
average Mason is under the necessity of working
hard all day. IIe must be up betimes. with a clear
head and a vigorous body. in order to make his
way in the world, He goes to his Lodge in the eve-
ning to refresh his mind with wholesome and in-
spiving lessons of Masonry to revive his spirit with
the companionship of congenial Brethren, to find
a haven of rest from the turmoil and strife of busi-
ness life,

Such a respite is beneficial if it can be obtained
without the reaction of a tired and regretful to-
morrow. “The morning after” is the true test of a
sunecessful Lodge communication. No matter how
pleasant the evening may have been, if the proceed-
ings were dragged out to an unconscionable length,
the busy DBrother will stay away next time, If the
Lodge means late hours it is a detriment rather
than a Dbenefit to its members, and the wise ones
will govern themselves aceordingly. This is not mere
theory, but is the result of long observation and
inquiry., There are thounsands of Masons in this
State, we know, whe absent themselves from Lodge
or attend seldom, because the Lodge opens late and
closes late, and because the proceedings are con-
dueted lackadaisically by dilly-dallying, shillyv-shal-
lving presiding officers,

It the Master will resolve to open his Lodge
promptly at the hour appointed by the by-laws,
to eonduct the business and work of the Lodge
with duce order and decormm, but without waste
of time. and to elose at an early hour, he will find
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THE QUIET FREEMASON

In every Lodge the larger of the attendance
usually iy made of Brethren who take little or no
active part in the proceedings. They sit in the body
of the Lodee, unassuming and respeetful. They may
seldom so mueh as second a minor motion. They
participate in no verbal controversy on the floor,
hut they listen patiently and with interest to what
the so-called active members have to say. In the
postprandial session at the refreshment board they
are equally unassuming, They participate largely
by showing interest in what others have to say. If
called upon they are embarrassed.

Some might sayv that such Brethren have little
to do with the sneeess of the Lodge, that the Breth-
ren who fill the ehairs. that those who ever are
ready to take part in debate, who always have a
wessage at the banquet board are the ones who
keep Freemasonry operative and virile and a moral
force in the world.

Without deerying the part played by the of-
fivers, by those who always are at the forefront in
the affairs of the Lodge, attention may be called
to the jmportance of those whose part is largely
a silent one. For one thing, they form the larger
purt of dues-paving members, and what would a
Lodge he if it were not adequately financed? They
are the ones who fill the greater number of the
seats awd provide a background for the vocal ef-
forts of those described as the active force in the
Lodge, They are the ones who must be persuaded
by the voeal efforts of those ever ready to take part
in debate. They are the ones whose presence con-
vinesd o candidate there must be something real
and wholesome in Freemasonry when persons of
their caliber get something out of the repetition
of the ritual. Being in the majority, these non-vocal
ones are those by whom Freemasonry is in large
part Judged by the world.

Let us not minimize the part played by the
stlemt Ireemason, He 1s a quiet but effective in-
MMienee that we may mistakenly underestimate.

—DBrother Elbert Bede, Orecon.

CONGRATULATIONS

JUBILEE LODGE, U.D, was instituted in Cal-
vary on Tuesday, January 17th, 1956. A very ap-
propriate name in commemoration of the Jubilee
Year of our Grand Lodge., We welcome this new
Lodge mto our ranks and wish them every success
in the years to come.

S, H.

that he has gone a long way toward making the
Lodge popular with the kind of members he de-
sires to interest, Probably many plans to make the
mecting interesting will be suggested, and doubt-
less some of them will yield good results, but we
believe that prompt opening and early eclosing are
at the foundation of Lodge success,

—*“Masonic Home Journal”
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LIGHT MUST TRIUMPH

One great nation poses our only serious threat
to world peace today and the peoples of that nation
live in the darkness of ignorance. They have no
c¢hance to receive the light with which we Masons
have been blessed and their leaders keep an iron
curtain between them and the rest of the world
so that the light of understanding may not reach
them. Knowing, as we do, that light must triumph
over darkness, we must also realize that the leader-
ship of a people which keeps them in darkness will
eventually destroy itself or be destroyed hy those
wlio have been oppressed. Mankind has a natural
craving for the light of understanding, and that
desire can only be suppressed for a limited time
regardless of the apparent power of those who seek
to profit from a down-trodden people. It is the
plan of the G.A.O.T.U. that all men should have
light. Knowing these things, we should zealously
cuard the light we have attained. We should en-
deavor to keep it burning in every land not held
by darkness in order that we may be ready and
willing to bring thé blessings of Light and Truth
to our brothers when they shall be released from

bondage,
—Exchange.

FEMALE FREEMASONRY

The Australian Masonic conference in 1928 re-
vommended to-all the Grand Lodges of “Australia
that no Mason be permitted to attend a meeting of
or be a member of the Eastern Star and forbidding
the Star to meet in any lodge room, This rule is
still in effect and was recently reaffirmed. In the
7.8, only Pennsylvania follows this rule. Australia
also has “Co-Masonry,” an organization of men and
women which likewise comes under the ban.

Indiana  Freemason.

BE TAUGHT

“lmagine not that you will beeome a Mason by
learning what is commonly called the ‘“Work) or
even by hecoming familiar with our traditions.
Masonry has a history, a literature, a Philosophy.
Its allegories and traditions will teach vou mueh.”

—Albert Pike.

God always has an angel of help tor those who
are willing to do their duty.

—T. L. Cuyler.

All progess is made by men of faith who believe
in what is right, and even more important, actually
clo the right in their private affairs. You eannot add
to the peace and good will of the world if you fail
to create an atmosphere of harmony and love right
where vou live and work.—Thomas Dreier.
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Masonic Education

Freemasonry, being a science of pro-
gressive enlightenment, must of necessity
go hand in hand with education. For the
Craft to achieve its ultimate objective, ev-
ery member must aid to the utmost of his
ability in the Masonic education of himself
and his Brethren. Every Mason must pos-
sess some knowledge of the traditions of
the Craft, its history, its aims, its place in
our social scheme, and its lessons. One and
all must seriously consider the effect of
Masonic teaching on himself, his attitude
towards God, his relationship with his fel-
low-men.

It is not sufficient to that  Masonry is a
sreat thing aied that if practiced in so far as cach
one is able makes men better in every way. It s
of o advantage to say Freemasonry has deep spir-
itnal qualities if it cannot be substantiated by a
knowledee of the Craft. Masonie education is a
positive and absolute necessity. Very Few men per-
cetve of themselves the integral traths of the Craft,
and failing this pereeption theiv second condition
is no better:; indeed, it is worse than the lirst. They
are members of the Masonic Institution, they help
1o swell the number of members, they are among
the  hundred and  fifty  thousand, but estimable
though their virtues may be, great as their ritualis-
tie ability may be, they are not, and can never hope
to be, wood Masons, for they have not reccived their
Masonie education.
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All Freemasonry is not contained in the Ritual.
It extends its influence to every corner of the pri-
vate and publie lives of its adherents, and these
mnst be educated, these must be taught that such
is the case. Too many of onr Brethren accept the
Craft at their own valuation, which is like placing
A human valuation on things immortal,

Too many are satisfied to dvift along, attending
their Lodge, voicing their puny sentiments, not
fully or even at times remotely grasping the funda-
mental prineiples of the Faith they profess, They
are satisfied that Masonie Life is only the visibility
of darkness and in that darkness they are content

to remain, Few, pitiably few, seek to know the
Truth underlying the allegory and symbolism. Few
realize the relationship between KFreemasonry and
vood eitizenship, Few understand the assistance the
(raft gives to make men better sons and better
parents, Fewer still have any but the faintest con-
ception of the great philosophy and glorious pro-
mise of the Craft. How many Masons grasp, even
after yvears of connection with and active partieipa-
tion in their Lodge, the lesson of the Third Degree,
the uncertainty of the mundane existence and the
sure promise of the Resurection and the Immor-
tality of the Soul? How many know anything of
the traditions of the Craft, or its history, or even
the historyv of their own Lodge? 1t is not altogether
their fault, for they have not received the benefit
of Masonic education. The destiny of Masonry is
not the negative singing of Omar. No Mason should
come out by the same door wherein he went. If
he does. and all too many do, the fault lies in the
laclk of instruetion.

Yet it remains a fact that those who seek en-
ligteniment have a hard and difficult task. Their
elders and superiors in rank have had no eduecation
themselves, and are, therefore, rarely qualified to
to teach. Some there are who ecarnestly seek, but
not knowing where to look, give up the search as
hopeless. Some few reach thier goal and endeavour
to transmit their knowledge to others, but owing
to lack of organization or encouragement, theirs
is. indecd, as a voice eryving in the wilderness.

We teach in our ceremonies the necessity of
acquiring Masonie knowledge and fail to give any
instruction. We stir up a desire without making
any attempt to fulfil. We exaet an obligation from
every candidate to make some daily progress in
the Art, but we have no organized system of Ma-
sonic edueation. Each and every one is, onee he is
a Master Mason, permitted to admonish his Breth-
ren and correct his fellows, but except for what
he may have achieved by his own efforts. he has
no information, correct or otherwise, on Masonic
matters. The position seems almost Gitbertian, and
if it were not so serious might even be humorous.

Master Masons are being turned out in hun-
dreds, but how few Masters of C'raft.. Onee a brother
has received his Third Degree he is allowed to
shift for himself. the interest of his sponsors and
of the Lodge Officers is at an end. For exactly the
same reason the newlyv-made Master will negleet
his candidates in the future, for, having received
no cedueation he is not competent to instruct.

In the light of the fact that edueation is com-
pulsory in the State it should prove a good thing
it Masonic education was made ¢ompulsory in our
Lodges. In the latter condition, Masonic knowledge
would flonrish and the Brethren and the world be
the better thereby.

Masonry is truly enlightennment and knowledge
and edueation are its handmaids, We are bound
as Masons to educate ourselves and to provide means
for the hetter understanding of onr Brethren.

—New South Wales Freeminson




