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The V. W, Grand Chaplain
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THE ANCIENT CHARGES
IT Of the Civil Magistrate,
Supreme and Subordinate

Constitution Puage 112
by

K. W. Bro. Mr. Justice JJ. H. Laycraft (831

This vear. as 1t has tor Centuries. Masonry will
cequire of each of its new Worshiptul Masters, his
dssent toa summary of the Ancient (harges in the
words:

“You are to be o opeacetul subect and cheer-
fully to contorm 1o the Lows of the country in

which vou reside.

From ecarliest times. onlv the Masons duty to
Giod. and his obligation to obev the Moral Law has
heenstated in priovity to his dury of gocd citizenship

for that s the ohhoation cortained in the second
caree Henjoing no less thion the hiohest ideal of
Gensnip with all the duties which that entails.

Hosteresting tosee in the early Masonic man-
ot astatement of civie dutvstated in the terms
Che Socreny e which the autbor worked. Inone of
pecatons ot the Lansaow ne Manus=cript thought

date from 1584 the Second (harge 1= stated:

“You <hould be true liege men to the King of
England without treason or falsehood and that
vou know no treason unless you amend it or

Thomas Paine and William FPaley thev believed that
caod citizenship prescribed a positive duty to rid
themselves of an alien and tvranmcal government
which no longer had the right to <peak for them.
When the Rule of Law isitself overthrown, said these
philosophers, then and only then. there 15 a positive
duty to re-establish 1t even by resort to violence.

Inamoderndemocraticsociets owhich the Rule
of Law i= both a tradition and & coonerstane of the
tegal svstem. the dutv of peacetul oh=ervance of the
Law is fundamental. When the me crvoob covern-

mient enshles peaceful cnange. the ro can be no justifi-
Cation for resort to any other means

The sevcond Ancient Charge vxpro--o= this duty as
the fundamental obligation of _Lruud citizenship. The
Mason's duty 1s measured by the mterest of the

community . He isbound to’ contform toevery lawtul
authoriy and to be dutiful to those whom the com-
munity apnoints to enforee 11 ruies Where, however,
the Mason of ,.)h.% wus required Lo report treason’
the modern citizen must become aware that on every
occasionon which he conscicusiv or carelessly breaks
the law. he has plaved =ome part. however small, in
the destruction of the community in which he hves.

A writer in a recent legal journal observed that
hreach ol some tax laws 1s so widespread that the
wrong doer i= no longer held in contempt by maost of
his fellow citizens, If that 1s 80, 1t 15 4 symptom of a
grave, and even fatal, illness in our society. Bad laws
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(ver the conturies from that time to the modern
duv. the cecond Ancient Charge has evolved to the
form now tound in our Constitution. In the study of
the present charge and of its earher versions, we
must, of course. be careful to see each version of the

charge through the eves of the Masons living at the
time itwas drafted. It 15 a common mistake of histori-
cal research to apply to the language of an earhier
day. the meaning which a modern author would in-
tend. At the time of the Lansdowne Manuscript, for
example. "treason” had a much different meaning
thaninourcentury Ineach age, the Second Ancient
harge hasenjoined members of the Craft to be good
citizens, but as we would expect, the prescribed duty
has not, itself, remained constant. Each generation
has preceived its duties different v than did its pre-
decess=nrs,

Ancient Charges compiled in England by
Drodames Anderson in 1722, form the basis of the
<econd charge and provide virtuallv all the language
in it Theswe charges governed Lodoes in the Thirteen
'\me-ric‘;m Colonies throughout the American Re-

clutienwhenthe existing forms of government were

. m:e\mi}' destroyed. Yet many of the founders of the
new repubilic, including General George Washing-
ton. were Masons, Muasonie writers sscert that the
“Boston Tea Party” hasitsorigin inthe Lodge ot Free

Masons. As their new nation was horn in the turn-
moil of war, these Masons thought of themselves as
patriots f'{nd did not consider the rﬂ‘w(‘i"?‘n to be in
breachof fundamental Masonic b inthecantrary,
under the intfluence of such pohteuaa philosophers us

vin we abollshed, poor Taws can be improvea but all
laws must be obeved while they cxisi

To say that Craftsmen are peaceable and loval,
that they promote peace and cultivate harmony must
mean in the last quarter of the twentieth century
that thev obey the laws enacted by those whom they
have elected. No one may claim the protections and
services provided by the community in which he lives
and simultaneously seek to destroy the foundationon
which that community rest=. In the noble language of
our Craft. there ig no richt without a parallel duty
and no ltherty without the supremacy of the law.

It is ulse a requirement of the Second Ancient
Charge that Masons be active and vigilant citizens.
Grood citizenship is more than servile acquaintance to
rules or passive obedience to authority: it means ac-
tive participation in the atlairs of the community. A
Mason = commanded in this charge “to uphold on
svery occasion the interest of the community and
sealously promote the prosperity of hisown country.”
In the sense used, "prosperity” has a far wider mean-
ing than the mere economic welfare of the nation.
The word embraces. as weli. the health, moral and
civie. of all its institutions and of all its people.

The Second Ancient ("harge contains an impor-
rant zmpect of Masonry. In nosmall part the universal
ppeal of the Craft through the centuries has been
zh..s to its injunction to its 19dges and their members
to be good citizens. Masons are leaders; they promaote
the institutions of the Society in which they live and
=0 “pramote peace, cultivate harmeny and live in
oncord and brotherly love.




GRAND LODGE BULLETIN

November, 1975

THE EDITOR’s MAILBAG

We have been most gratified with comments,
complimentary and critical that have been received
during the past month. Most of the remarks have
been on the reproduction of a section of the Regius
Manuscript en the first page of the Uctober Issue and

fe on page two. One brother writing on behalf
Jodge noted that it wois entirely unnecessary
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Ancient Charge on God ane

A question has been roised as to whether this

was actuslly the Regius Manuscript or the Cooke
Manuscript which was written in the early Fifteenth
Century rrespondent <uggeststhat the Regius
Manusc as likelv writ en in Latin and asserts

- Regius indicates this t
s Manuscrip and the Cook
in the Britisi Museum

that the :
Both the
cript are

It istrue that the Cooke Manus was written
about 1415 but the Regius Manuscript was much
earlier having been written sbout 1390, HBoth Man-
uscriptswere written in Eng tish andin the Engiish of
that day. There are some -iight variations in the

English of the 14th Centur~ and the 15th Century.

,;,V!i})t

serintis also known as the Hal-
Hwell Manusir rpt for it w a‘ first uuunout:u u‘y g. .
Halliwell (not a mason in 1840 when he i=sued o
book called the "Early History of Freemasonry . The
language of the Regius Manuscript is verv much
similar to the English used in the Wycliffe Transla-
tion of the Holy Bible although it is nearly a century
older than the Wyelitfe translation.

confusing
everitis

As our brother points out the name is
and does indicate some Latin influence. Hox
Cailed”‘%egiuq" which means regal or roval, because
it once formed a part of ‘*k Rovcu Library which was
founded by King Henrv v il of England. It was later
donated to the British Museum by King George 11
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QJUAREKY LODGE NG, 70

AFifty Year Jewel was presented to RRW. Bro. J.

R. W. Cann. the Secrctary of Quarry Lodge No. 70 at
the Lodge’s meeting 'n September The presentation
1smadebv‘ W Bro. E.T DDGM W

- fRees

CCcuige Jitaei
secretary onuarry Lodge for 42 years. He sent along
a bookmark as a memento of the occasion for which
we thank him,
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THE REID FAMILY

An interesting and historic event took place in
Temple Lodge No. 167 0on September 12th, 1975 when
Robert D. Reid, 21 vears of age was initiated into
Masonry. His father, Worshipful Master of Temple
Lodge, W. Bro Robert J. Reid. conferred the Entered
Apprentice Uegree upon him, while his grandfather,
W. Bro. John ! Heid. also a member of Temple Lodge,
watched proudiv irom the side lines.

Three generations of onc family — all members

of Temple Lodge.

1V i > v his father, Wor.
Bro. Ruberi dohn teft) and his i’idﬂd!aiiﬂi’!’ Wor, Bro. John
Treid (right)
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1 Brother

W.Bro. W. L. Guiierrez (right) presenting Bro. William .
Smith (left) with his Honorary Life Membership Certificate.
in Temple Lodge No. 167.

EXEMPLAR LODGE NO. 175
AN EXAMPLE

Bro. Niels Haavaldsen, Senior Steward of Ex
emplar Lodge No. 175 always pays his dues “In Ad-
vance” on the first regular meeting in September.
However this year he went one better and paid tweo
years in advance and is now a paid up member for
1977 A Secretary needs more like him.
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