
I '  

CHRISTMAS SYMBOLISM BLENDS INTO LODGE LIGHTS 

rc~printeil from 'Thp Rullrtin of the Masonic. R d i d  Association of the  United Statps and Canada 



GRAND LODGE BULLETIN 

FACE LIFE W I T H O U T  F R E T T I M ;  
AX AIIIIRESS GIVt:N H Y  

BRO. THE R K V .  STjAYLI.:Y XOIJLF: P.G.C. 
A t  th,. I W ,  Masonic Sprinp Yrirkshop 

w h o  say= 
T h i -  nlesrnpe is loo preciow not to he ~pwsenrd" 

Life is a tough problem for most of us. and for some 
i t  is pmitivrly terrifying, but our lessons this morning 
tell us - fret not. that is don't get all hot and bothered 
about soniething you can do nothing about. 
Human nature is capable of big achievznients hut not 
small ones. I t  can facr the dreadfulnrss of eternal 
things but not the irritation of trifling things. It can 
hrar r  itself to endure cancer, but it cannnt put u p  
with a hradache. 
There are millions today who cannot face life. Secretly 
they are afraid of it, though of cniuse the) would 
never admit it. even to themselves. Rut they live in a 
state of fear. as though bad news mnst he always on 
the way and tnmorrow full of troubles that are lying 
in wait to pounce on them. 
We are all going to die someday. but why fret about 
it. why prepare yourst.lves for the worse. Why tonnent 
yoiuselves with imaginary ills. Doctors have known 
for years that one cause of ulcers is worry. We fret 
about what people will think of us. what they are 
saying about u s  behind our backs. 
I wonder how many people there are about whom you 
w ~ ~ u l d  say that "you simply cannot get on with them"? 
i i  the! are few, you are to be congratulated. I f .  on 
the other hand, they are many. you must face the fact  
that a lot of folk cannot get on with you. In  any case 
it is a question worth asking. for this ability to get on 
with people is no  small part of the a r t  of living. I 
suppose that really it all comes to this - that  yon can 
get on with the people in whom you are interested. 
I here are men who have an intense interest in almost 
everybody they happen to meet, and who show that 
interest plainly. As might be expected. they are men 
with lots of friends. 
There must be a few. of coursr. whose companionship 
is so uncongenial to us that  we could never find it 
easy to live or to work with them. There is no reason 
to he bitter or spiteful about it. Since we differ. let 
u s  agree to differ with some attempt a t  courtesy and 
mutual respect. There may be right and common 
wnse on their side as well as on ours. Why should 
w e  resent the failure of others to understand us. when 
rliiitt. nhviously we are unable to understand them. 
.An!wa!. why fret about it. 
I t  dnes become a bit of a problem when a man finds 
that his friends are trying to avoid him. w h m  he finds 
hirnst.lf left ont of things more and more. or when he 
desires to be by himself in preferencc to being in the 
rompany of others. T h e  solitary life may be good for 
some. but certainly it is not good for most. Out of 
the silences have come the great ideas. the great dis- 
mveries. the great reformations. But. out of the 
silvncrs. too. have come the cries of souls that felt 
themselves forsaken. 

In the rough and tumble of the great business world. 
it is obvious that we can only get on together by the 
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rule of give and take. Among small boys it is possihle 
for a spoilt child to sulk if he can't be the pitcher on 
the baseball team, or quit and go home because he 
can't have his own way. This is true of some nations, 
for example. the use of the vrtc at the [J.N. 
But with men and women who h a w  to earn their 
bread and butter the case is different. They must 
take the rough u i th  the smooth. They must give as 
well as  take. I t  is no good fretting about it. its the 
way the cookie crumbles. I t  may he said that there 
are some who seem to be always giving and  some to 
be always taking. Uouhtlesi that is so. and it will 
remain so until religion S I I ~ : C C ~ ~ S  in changing people 
within themselves. which of cotuse. is th r  main task 
of religion. 
In  the long rim no man can take out of life more 
than he puts in. How many friendless people there 
are who have n e w r  received affection, simply because 
they have nwer  offered i t .  LifP i h  not exactly an  
entertainment. but w e  d o  pay as w<' go in. The  rule 
is - we niiist give hefore we can expect tn take. 

411 this holds good whether we are dealing with friends 
or with foes. The  highest friendships are those where 
both parties are eager in their giving, and thankful in 
their receiving. Home life on that basis is a foretaste 
of heaven. But in the rough and tumble of the 
business world we milst be prepared to take hard 
knocks as well as to give them. 

l h e r e  must be a sense of appreciation of others. of 
what they do for us an$ what they arc to us. Hundreds 
of people nowadays rannot bring themselves to sa! 
"thank yon." They may feel it,  but they don't say it. 
I t  makes us feel that acts of kindneas are not worth a 
hoot because they are not appreciated. that friendliness 
and generosity are just taken for granted. But we 
ourselves quite possibly have received the same kind 
of goodwill with the samc show of indifference. 

I t  is a great pity. D'e are becoming blunt in our 
speech. which may be good. hut we arr losing many 
of the little courtesies that  sweeten life and deepen 
year by year the trust and affection that we have one 
for another. Perhaps we do not realize how much 
conrtesy, even of the formal sort, can do in helping us 
to get on with our neighbors. 

Some of us have never grown up. Tha t  is one of our 
troubles. Our real selves are still childish, afraid of 
the dark, terrified of the unknown. unsure of ourselves 
and of other people, looking round always for somenne 
to protect us and to guide us and to be kind to us. 
We have never learned to stand on our own feet. .And 
wme of the rest of us have never Irxiked deeply enough 
into life to find any mmning in it. There is only one 
meaning that makes any sensc. and that is the convic- 
tion tha t ,  we are within the good and wise providence 
of God. To  believe that does not mean that life will 
be suddenly transformcd and  made easy. Indeed, it 
may turn out to be quite the opposite. But it does 
mean that in the long run nothing can h iu t  us except 
by our own will and consent. and that in the same 
long run we shall find all things working together for 
our good. If we can be sure of that. you and I. ~e 
can face life without fretting, 
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slightest recollection of what sort of a person he saw in the mirror. 
Rut the man who looks into the perfect mirror of God‘s Law, and 
makes the habit of doing so. is not the man who sees and forgets. 
He puts the law into practice. he responds, and he wins true 
happiness. 

Today we need masons who will honor their obligations. who are 
men of courage. energy, vision and unassailable character. They 
will provide the example, the light, and the leadership which is so 
iirgentll- required. Humanity i s  built on the influence of  one man 
over another and none of 11s realize the degree of our own influence: 
our most casual contact may have far  reaching effects of which we 
are never aware. As masons we are duty bound to provide this 
example. this light. on a permanent and continuing basis. While 
displaying light to those in need we should also be diligent in our 
search for the means of strengthening that light. The candle is used 
to symbolize this theme in many of  oir  lodges today. I t  should be 
stressed however that the light is not in the wick or in the candle. 
hut in the burning. I t  i s  the reaction w-hich provides the light and 
likewise it is the response which provides the responsibility. 

If we will each stndy and accept the duties implied and imposed 
upon us by this simple word. freemasonry will biirst upon Alberta 
like the rising siin. 

(Continued from Page 31 

W. Bro. Roher t  Hymas is shown present ing h is  fa ther  W. Bro. 
Howard Hymas  with his Fifty Yrar Jewel. Several members  of 
Rockyford Lodge No. 123 at tended this ceremony i n  Sarcee 
Nursing H o m e  i n  August. The Bulletin erred in a previous 
issue in report ing that it was Walter Hymas  involved i n  t h e  
presentation. 
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WE ARE SORRY BUT *** 
Frequently a Lodge Secretary or some Lodge member 
takes time to write an obituary to honour the passing of 
a beloved brother and sends it to the Grand Lodge 
Bulletin for publication. We are sorry but we are unable 
to print these memorials simply because of space limita- 
tions. In  addition we would be sure to miss the death 
of some brother causing distress and embarassment. 
R e  think that a simple memorial printed in the Lodge 
Notice is sufficient. We attempt to keep up with the 
presentation of Jewels to long time members but this 
now is becoming an arduous task especially when Lodges 
do not send in accounts of the presentations. 
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King Hiram Lodge No. 21 
In September a very special Communication of King 
Hiram Lodge was held in the Didsbury Hospital for 
the purpose of presenting to W.Bro. F.W.Ahlgrim a 
Fifty Year Jewel. 

INVESTITURE 
Rabbi L.N.Ginsberg was invested as the V.W.Grand 
Chaplain by the Deputy Grand Master R.W.Bro. R.L. 
Costigan at the Regular Communication of Concord 
Lodge No. 124 in September. Bro, Ginsberg was unable 
to be at  the Investiture of Officers during the Grand 
Lodge Communication in June. 

CAMWOSE LODGE NO. 37 
The M.W. the Grand Master, M.W.Bro. K.L. Crockett 
attended the Seventieth Anniversary Meeting of Camrose 
Lodge No. 37 in September. He was accompanied by 
a number of distinguished brethren. At the meeting the 
Grand Master presented to V.W.Bro. F.Laing of East- 
gate Lodge No. 192 a Fifty Year Jewel. Bro. Laing 
was one of the first candidates raised in Camrose Lodge. 
During the years he has been a member of several 
Lodges and they all had representation at this interesting 
meeting. 
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The Fuller Family 

An unusual picture of six brothers all of whom a m  P m t  Masters. 
This  may be something of a record. Reading from left to right 
they are- 
W. Bro. W.A. I rving P.M. Symbol  Lodgr  l o .  93 Drumhr l le r  
W. Bro. J.A. I rving P.M. Brooks Lodge No. 73 
W. Bro. J.S. I rving P.M. Beaver Lodge ho. 56 Castor 
W. Bro. A.D. Irving P.M. Wetaskiwin Lodge “to. 15 
R.W. Bro. R.H. Irving P.M. Beaver Lodge 30. 56 
F. Bro. D.C. Irving P.M. Parkrosr  lodge, Por t land ,  Oregon 

WEST EDMONTON LODGE NO. 101 
The M.W. the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. K.L. Gpckett, 
paid a visit to West Edmonton Lodge at  its October 
meeting when the Lodge was observing the Sixtieth 
Year of its consecration. The Lodge meeting com- 
menced with a Rededication Service and later heard 
from the Grand Master. 

CONCORD LODGE NO. 124 
The Annual Services Night featured the emergent 
meeting of Concord Lodge No. 124 in October. The 
Master Mason’s Degree was conferred. Visitors were 
present from Carstairs Lodge No. 20, Calgary Lodge 
No. 23, Ashlar Lodge No. 28, Zetland Lodge No. 83, 
Renfrew Lodge No. 134, Jubilee Lodge No. 173 and 
Kelvingrove Lodge No. 187. A special degree team 
from the City of Calgary Police Force conferred the 
degree. The Chair of King Solomon was occupied by 
K. W. Bro. A. Little, M.L.A. 


