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QUESTION OF THE m m  
Why i s  i t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  wear a p i n  t h a t  l o o k s  
l i k e  a cane w i t h  two smal l  b a l l s  a t tached? 

ANSHER TO ME QUESTION OF THE HOKIll FOR OCTOBER 

An eavesdropper i s  a person who l i s t e n s  under a 
w a l l  t o  hear gossip, a secre t  l i s t e n e r .  The word 
i s  thought  t o  be Old Norse and was used i n  t h e  
f i f t e e n t h  century .  The o l d  l e c t u r e s  a t  the  
r e v i v a l  o f  Masonry i n  1717 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
punishment f o r  be ing  an eavesdropper was " t o  be 
p laced under t h e  eaves o f  the  house i n  r a i n y  
weather t i l l  t h e  water  runs i n  a t  h i s  shoulders 
and o u t  a t  h i s  heels . "  

The word i s  n o t  synonymous w i t h  a "cowan" who i s  a 
non-Mason who t r i e s  t o  enteP a lodge 
s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y .  

W.Bro. R. Sharp, Concord Lodge No. 124 
W.Bro. A. James Friesen, Hinton Lodge No. 178 

A MRE EVENT 

W.Bro. Gene M e r r i l l  who was W.M. o f  Jasper  Park 
Lodge No. 143 i n  1965, was i n  the  c h a i r  a g a i n  i n  
1987-88. Dur ing  t h i s  second term as W.M. a l l  
t h r e e  o f  h i s  sons became Master Masons. We 
congra tu la te  a l l  four  of t h e  M e r r i l l  b r e t h r e n  on 
t h i s  unusual event. 

L-R Bro. J;m K??riii, V.'<ro. Gene M c v ~ i " i l l ,  Bro. 
Ken M e r r i l l ,  Bro. L a u r i e  M e r r i l l .  

THE JURISPRUDENCE COmIllEE 

From a s h o r t  t a l k  hy t h e  Chairman, M.W.Bro. W.A. 
M i l  1 igan. 

The Jur isprudence committee i s  appo in ted  each y e a r  
by t h e  Grand Master w i t h  t h e  members coming f rom 
the  Board o f  General Purposes. I n  t h e  p a s t  i t  was 
the  Grand Master ' s  p r e r o g a t i v e  t o  appo in t  two 
members who were n o t  on the  Board, b u t  who had 
e x p e r t i s e  i n  areas r e q u i r e d  by t h e  Committee, such 
as lawyers. 

The d u t i e s  o f  t h e  committee i n c l u d e  check ing  a l l  
submissions f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  Grand Lodge 
Communication d e a l i n g  w i t h  changes t o  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

There are  s i x  requi rements which must be met be- 
fore a N o t i c e  o f  Mot ion t o  amend t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
can be considered t o  be ' i n  o r d e r ' .  These r e q u i r e -  
ments are:  
1. i t  has n o t  been defeated i n  Grand Lodge i n  t h e  

preceding t h r e e  years;  
2. i t  was r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  Grand Lodge o f f i c e  90 

days b e f o r e  t h e  day Grand Lodge i s  opened, o r  
was presented a t  t h e  preceding Grand 
Communication; 

3. i t s  i n t e n t  i s  c l e a r  and n o t  ambigous. 
4. i t  i s  n o t  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
5 .  i t  complies w i t h  t h e  requi rements s e t  o u t  i n  

Sec t ion  38 o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  govern ing  
Not ices  of Motion. 

6. t h e  N o t i c e  of Mot ion came through a lodge o r  
from a Grand Master ' s  Specia l  Committee. 

The Jur isprudence Committee does n o t  endorse o r  
recommend any proposed motion. I t  s i m p l y  r e p o r t s  
if t h e  N o t i c e  o f  Mot ion i s  ' i n  o r d e r '  o r  ' n o t  i n  
o r d e r ' .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above du t ies ,  t h e  committee i s  
c a l l e d  upon t o  rev iew t h e  proceedings o f  each 
Masonic t r i a l  t o  be sure t h e  person charged 
rece ived a f a i r  t r i a l  i n  a l l  respects .  

The Jur isprudence Committee does n o t  e n j o y  d e c l a r -  
i n g  a N o t i c e  o f  Mot ion  ' o u t  o f  o r d e r ' .  To a v o i d  
t h i s ,  the  committee i s  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  adv ice  t o  a 
lodge on proposed Not ices  o f  Mot ion as l o n g  as 
they  are  s e n t  i n ,  through t h e  Grand Secretary ,  
w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  90 day dead l ine  f o r  submission. 

The committee o r  i t s  members cannot meet w i th ,  o r  
communicate d i r e c t l y  w i t h ,  i n d i v i d u a l  members o f  
the  Craf t .  No s i n g l e  member o f  t h e  committee can 
g ive  answers t o  ques t ions  on m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
Jur isprudence as such answers must be committee 
dec is ions.  

QUOTATION OF THE nOKIll 

If you want t o  p l a n  f o r  a year, p l a n t  a seed; 
If you want t o  p l a n  f o r  t e n  years, p l a n t  a t ree ;  
I f  you want t o  p l a n  f o r  a l i f e t i m e ,  educate and 
support o u r  youth,  f o r  t h e y  are  our  f u t u r e  leaders  

M.W.Bro. 0. Bruce, G.M. 
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EXCERPT FROH THE PAPER 

by R.W.Bro. D.A. Rennie, G.S.W., Saskatchewan 
Presented a t  the Banff Conference, 1988. 

If  the Masonic Order does se l ec t  youth a s  a t a rge t  
f o r  ass is tance,  there  i s  no doubt t h a t  the 
dividends both t o  the youth involved and t o  
Masonry have the potential  t o  be enormous. Just 
imagine i n  each of the . . . d i s t r i c t s ,  d i s t r i c t  
youth committees working i n  unison w i t h  senior 
Grand Lodge committees, on a program to  induce and 
a s s i s t  promising youngsters t o  earn a p o s t  
secondary c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  diploma o r  University 
degree i n  the area of t h e i r  choosing! B u t  backing 
Canada's best  requires dol lars .  Are Masons 
prepared t o  accept a surcharge on t h e i r  annual 
dues in support of an expanded youth oriented 
program? . . . The t radi t ional  pattern of the 
self-made man succeeding without education is  a 
par t  of his tory,  and Masonry can be a major player 
i n  charting the path of the future  by backing 
Canada's best ,  the youth of today. 

FROll AFAR 

The Pennsylvania Y o u t h  Foundation which i s  
operated by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania i s  
just six years old.  I t  was created t o  "concern 
i t s e l f  w i t h  the seedlings which become the vines 
within the vinyard of Masonry". 

The Foundation has three purposes, the f i r s t  i s  t o  
be a l i a i son  between G.L .  and the three Masonic 
youth organizations,  Job 's  Daughters, Rainbow and 
DeMolay. Second i t  supervises programs, seminars 
and workshops conducted a t  the Masonic Conference 
Center - Patton Campus. T h i r d ,  i t  s t a b i l i z e s  and 
promotes the Order of DeMolay. 

The twenty-four person Board of Directors include 
representatives of each youth group and a l l  past  
Grand Masters. 

The fund  has a s se t s  of $2,000,000. Contributions, 
trusts and bequests in 1987 were $700,000. In 
1987, approximately $250,000.00 was spent on the 
development of a public speaking program and 
$95,000 d i r e c t l y  on youth a c t i v i t i e s .  

The Masons of Pennsylvania are  ce r t a in ly  concerned 
about t h e i r  youth and t h e i r  annual report  ends 
w i t h  the following: 

"THE I(AS0HIC ORDER: A SU66ESTEO STRATEGY' 

"One hundred years from now i t  will not 
matter what your bank account was, the s o r t  
of house you l ived i n ,  o r  the k ind  of c a r  
you drove. B u t  the  world may be d i f f e ren t  
because you were important i n  the l i f e  of a 
young person." 

LODGE MOTICES 

I t  has become apparent over the l a s t  few months 
tha t  the content of Lodge notices has improved 
s ignif icant ly .  The Worshipful Masters, Secretar ies  
and Editors are  t o  be commended for  making t h e i r  
notices more meaningful t o  t h e i r  membership. 

R.Y.Brother Edward Hem-tt Rivers 
Grand Secretary 1953 - 1970 

?b,.,d Septe&?r 1 ~ : ~  .:.;'' xr l s t ,  1988 

R.W.Bro. Rivers, affect ionately known a s  "Ned" by 
his many f r i ends ,  passed t o  the Grand Lodge above 
a f t e r  an extended b a t t l e  w i t h  cancer. 

Bro. Rivers was born i n  Sawbridgeworth, 
Hertfordshire, England. He emigrated t o  Canada a t  
the age of 16 and worked on various farms u n t i l  he 
joined the Alberta Provincial Police i n  1926. Six 
years l a t e r  he joined the RCMP and spent most Of 
his time i n  the  Peace River area,  b u t  was trans- 
ferred t o  Edmonton where he r e t i r e d  i n  1953. 

Bro. River was i n i t i a t e d ,  passed and raised i n  
S p i r i t  River Lodge No. 116 i n  1930. A t  the time 
of his  death he had Honorary Life membership i n  
lodges 1, 15 ,  51, 74, 106, 128, 156 and 185. He 
served as Grand Director of Ceremonies i n  1945, 
Grand Registrar i n  1951 and Grand Secretary i n  
1953, which posi t ion he occupied for 17 years. 

Outside the Lodge, Bro. Rivers was extremely 
active i n  his church, the SPCA and the Army Cadet 
League. 

His funeral was held a t  Saint Barnabas Anglican 
Church on October 5 t h  w i t h  the R i g h t  Rev. J. 
Barry Cur t i s ,  Lord Bishop of Calgary o f f i c i a t i n g  
w i t h  other d i g n i t a r i e s  of the Church. The service 
was attended by over two hundred Masons from a l l  
par ts  of the province including 13 Past Grand 
Masters and the Grand Master, i n  addi t ion t o  an 
equal number of f r i ends  and associates .  

The homily accurately described Bro. Rivers a s  
being "a dear and supporting f r i end ;  a man w i t h  
wide i n t e r e s t s ;  a Christian gentleman w i t h  high 
in t eg r i ty  who loved h i s  family, his church and h i s  
community; a man who knew what needed t o  be done 
and d i d  i t ;  a man who, when he assumed responsib- 
i l i t y ,  saw t h a t  the task was accomplished; a Man 
who was in t e re s t ed  i n  individuals and a true man 
of God. 

All those who knew his involvement i n  Masonry, 
a lso knew of h i s  love and dedication t o  the Craft. 
His death i s  a sad lo s s  t o  the Craft  b u t  the  mem- 
o r i e s  of h i s  contributions will l i v e  on. 

Bro. Rivers i s  survived by his  Brother Peter,  
three chi ldren,  A las t a i r ,  Betty and Peter ,  two 
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
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FROM AFAR 

The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Grand Lodge o f  Manitoba 
was amended t o  s t a t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
and i n v e s t i t u r e s  s h a l l  be conducted i n  t h e  pre-  
sence o f  Freemasons ONLY. T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  cannot 
be s u b j e c t  t o  d i s p e n s a t i o n  f o r  open ceremonies. 

* * * * *  

The D a i l y  express, a l e a d i n g  B r i t i s h  newspaper, 
under t h e  heading "Les t  We Forget", r e p o r t s  t h a t  
a l though t h e  Church o f  England Synod was a t t a c k i n g  
Masonry, t h e  Church accepted f200,OOO.DO from t h e  
Un i ted  Grand Lodge o f  England f o r  r e p a i r s  t o  16 
ca thedra ls  i n  t h e  same per iod.  

SASKATCHEWAN LODE'S 
NEY YEAR'S LEVEE 

T h i s  annual event  w i l l  be h e l d  as usual  a t  t h e  
Cent ra l  Masonic Temple from 12 noon t o  2:00 o.m. 
on January l s t ,  1989. 

A l l  Masons i n  t h e  area are  i n v i t e d  t o  
j o i n  the  lodge members and t h e  Grand 
c e l e b r a t i n g  another  New Year. 

a t t e n d  and 
Master  i n  

TOPIC FOR LOWE OISCUSSION 

Does the  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  purpose o f  t h e  
compasses app ly  t o  t h e  wor ld  o f  1989? 

FROM THE LODGE NOTICES 
YORK AND WRDS 

Some Bro thers  on t h e  s i d e l i n e s  s i t ,  
w h i l e  o t h e r s  grace t h e  f l o o r .  
Some f o r  degree work have no w i t ,  
y e t  none need t h i s  deplore.  
They may have so w e l l  learned o u r  creeds 
of Love, R e l i e f  and Tru th ,  
they  show them f o r t h  i n  k i n d l y  deeds 
and ease the  orphan 's  r u t h ;  
and a l l  may see t h e  l i g h t  t h a t  shines 
above t h e i r  d a i l y  s t r i f e .  
It i s  n o t  how you say your  l i n e s ,  
b u t  how you l i v e  y o u r  l i f e !  

Contrar iwise,  t h e  favored few 
who memorize w i t h  ease 
may s t a r  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  they  do 
I n  p u t t i n g  on degrees; 
y e t  these should ever  keep i n  mind 
t h a t  words are  n o t  enough, 
they  have t o  p r a c t i c e  be ing  k i n d  
and r e a l l y  do t h e i r  s t u f f .  
T h i s  i s  a f a c t  we cannot dodge, 
so d o n ' t  p u f f  up w i t h  p r i d e  
I t ' s  n o t  how w e l l  you do i n  Lodge, 
b u t  how you do o u t s i d e !  

RECOGNITION OF A DISTAhl BROTHER 

Bro. J i m  Harkness, a member o f  B u f f a l o  Park Lodge 
No. 44 Wainwr ight  now r e s i d e s  i n  Sussex, England. 
Bro. Harkness, an Ex-RCMP o f f i c e r ,  i s  now 92 years 
o l d  and communicates r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  h i s  lodge 
through t h e  m a i l .  The problem o f  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  
60 year  b a r  was so lved by R.W.Bro. Don Maskell ,  
PDDGM No. 12, who on h i s  recent  v i s i t  t o  B r i t a i n ,  
made t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on behal f  of t h e  Lodge t o  a 
d e l i g h t e d  Bro. Harkness. 

..-- 

L- R.W.Bro. Don Maskel l  R- Bro. J. Harkness 

RECOGWITION 

Bro. Donald Campbell o f  Cornerstone Lodge No. 
19, High R i v e r  was r e c e n t l y  awarded h i s  50 Year 
Jewel. Bro. Campbell now l i v e s  i n  Edmonton so 
t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was made by W.Bro. T.C. 
Weedenhamer, P.M. of Cornerstone Lodge, a t  Mys t ic  
T i e  Lodge i n  Edmonton. 

L-R: Bro. Campbell - W.Bro. Weedenhamer 

SEASONS GREETINGS FRCM 

lORl1 MAPLEFORO RD S E  
CALGARY ALBERTA 

T2J 1x6 

(8" APPOINTMENI1 
PHONE 14031 271 4334 

FRATERNAL JEWELLERY GIFTS SUPPLIFS 
Walter  K. B e l t  

Avon Glen Lodge No. 170, Edmonton 


