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Masonic Renewal - An Update

There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.
On such a full sea are we now afloat;
And we must take the current when it serves
Or lose our ventures.
William Shakespeare

In August, I received my Masonic Membership Devel-
opment Kit from the Committee. Itis the result of two years
of in-depth research and consultation of Masonic leaders
from all parts of Canada and the United States. The pur-
pose of the kits is to assist every Lodge in attracting and
retaining members, projecting a favourable image in the
community and encouraging family involvement. Two
professionally produced videos — I've Heard The Name,
What Does It Mean? and Understanding What It Means To Be
A Mason — give a very bright and engaging account of
what Freemasonry offers to a man, his family and society.
They are produced in a down-to-earth manner, putting the
viewer at ease, and are ideal for showing at “friendship
nights” or other events for non-Masons and members
alike.

There are 100 copies of each of three beautiful brochures
contained in the kit: Have You Ever Considered Becoming A
Mason; Your Family Can Play An Important Role; When your
Husband Or Father Is A Mason. These are designed to be
distributed by your Lodge.

A 250 page, 12 module instruction book is included,
covering the following subjects:

What Do We Know About Potential Members?
Informing The public About Freemasonry.
Attracting Men To The Fraternity.

Friend To Friend And Other First Time Contacts.
The Tools Available To Explain Freemasonry.
When He Asks For A Petition.

Visiting The New Member In His Home.

When A Candidate Visits Your Lodge.

Preparing For The Initiation.

Using Information In Membership Management.
Your Role And Responsibility In Membership Man-
agement.

* Involving The New Member In His Fraternity.

The entire kitis contained ina colourful, durablelibrary
slip-case. Grand Lodges, Districts, Lodges or individuals
who purchase kits will be put on a mailing list to receive
periodic updates on all future components as they become
available.

To obtain a Masonic Membership Development Kit,
send US$149.00, plus US$20.00 for shipping and handling
to:

The Masonic Renewal Committee of North America
c/o The Masonic Service Association

8120 Fenton Street

Silver Spring, Maryland

U.S.A. 20910

Every Lodge should make this investment in its future!
I urge you to bring this subject to the attention of your
Brethren at your next regular Lodge meeting,.

At the next Masonic Renewal Meeting in Nashville,
Tennessee, October 17-20, I will attend a seminar, using
“train-the-trainer” materials, to design programs for our
Lodges” practical use of the kits. A training kit and a
support video are now being prepared. I expect to bring
one back for use in Alberta. Soon after my return, I will
organize area seminars to put the Masonic Renewal Pro-
grams to work. [ look forward to your support. WE will
accomplish great things for our Craft!

Victor Hugo said: “Nothing in this world is so powerful
as an idea whose time has come.” Brethren, the time is
NOW!

R.W.Bro. Myron Lusk, DGM

Editor’s Note: Masonic Renewal is the theme of the next
Masonic Spring Workshop. Dudley Davis, the man who has done
much of the research for the Committee is the special keynote
speaker. Book your space early.

Special Committee On The Review Of

Publications And Forms

This Committee gave a preliminary report at Grand
Lodge and has presently taken into account all the sugges-
tions given from the extremely small number of respond-
ents who feel that some of our forms, booklets, and pam-
phlets need some work. The Committee members are
working hard to see that the forms are simplified, are clear
and meet the needs of those who use them. You can help in
the efforts of the Committee by continuing to send in your
suggestions to the Committee, c/o Grand Lodge Office.
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Notes of Appreciation
“Iwanted to thank you personally for your very gener-
ousand kind Higher Education Bursary recently awarded
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me. I have long been aware of the charitable acts that
Masons are known for and I am very honoured that you
have seen fit to bestow this on me.”
Jerrie Andreasson-Jensen, Calgary
“I would like to express to you my sincere thanks in
granting me one of your Bursaries. Rewards like this make
the student’s pressures less severe, and they mean more
than you’ll ever know. These Bursaries also enable stu-
dents, such as myself, who, because of financial reasons,
otherwise might not be able to go to school. We are then
presented with the opportunity to gain knowledge, and
establish a career for ourselves. So, essentially, what you
have offered is not only a Bursary, but a ticket to a promis-
ing future and an opportunity for success. Thank you
again, and please remain convinced that what you are
doing really does make a difference.
Tricia Layden, Wetaskiwin
“Tust a letter to express my most sincere gratitude to
your organization for granting me one of your Higher
Education Bursaries. When you are having to finance your
owneducation such asI am, every little extra dollar counts
for so much. You have truly made my year a whole lot
easieras I can now putall my focus into my studies and not
have to worry about finding part-time employment to
subsidize my educational costs.
Again, thank-you so very much and may you continue
the good work.
Glen Maurer, Bassano

Public Presentation Ceremony

Fourteen out of seventeen area recipients of the 1992 Ma-
sonic Higher Education Bursaries gathered at Calgary
Freemason’s Hall September 5 to receive their awards in
front of their families, friends and several interested Breth-
ren. RW.Bro. Les Jeater, Chairman of the Bursary Fund,
introduced the proceedings while the presentations were
made by the DDGMs of the three districts in Calgary:
R.W.Bro. Doug Sherris of Phoenix District (front row, ex-
treme left); R.W.Bro. Doug Brown of Calgary-Highwood
District (frontrow, extremeright);and R.W.Bro. Roy Monroe
of Alpha District (back row, extreme right).

November

The month of November, the third month of the autumn
season, is the eleventh month of the year. One of the
accomplishments of the Roman Emperor, Julius Caesar,
wasa reforming of the calendar, in which two new months,

January and February, were added. Before this, November
was the ninth month, and took its name from a Latin word
meaning “nine.” The name was not changed following the
reform.

An old tradition assigns the topaz as the jewel, and the
chrysanthemum as the flower of this month.

Did You Know

The Masonic colours, like those used in the Jewish
Tabernacle, are intended to represent the four elements.
The white typifies the earth, the sea is represented by the
purple, the sky-blue is an emblem of the air, and the
crimson of fire.

From Masonry Defined — Johnston

Quote Of The Month

All the people like us are We,
And everyone else is They.
And They live over the sea,
While We live over the way.
But - would you believe it? -
They look upon We

As only a sort of They.

Past Masters’ Night

This is the night when yourecognize the Past Masters of
your Lodge and the contributions they have made to the
Craft. There can be many variations of the program and a
great deal will depend on how many of our Past Masters
can attend. Some Lodges have made it traditional that the
Past Masters assume the stations and places of the Lodge
Officers for the conferral of a Degree. Note, however, if
thereisno candidate, the Past Mastersreally don’t need the
experience of doing an exemplification. Then you can use
one of the variations.

In one, the Past Masters are lined up west of the Altar,
called by full name and years of service. Then they are each
greeted individually by the Master (and sometimes pre-

Rudyard Kipling

~ sented with a token gift to mark the occasion). Frequently,

one Past Master is called upon to respond for all of the Past
Masters. Sometimes the oldest Past Master is singled out
for special recognition, with a short biographical sketch
given on his Masonic career. Other times the Past Master is
specially recognized who presided when the current Mas-
ter was raised. One successful twist on this was a “This is
your Life” type program honouring the Past Master. (It was
a beautifully planned audio-visual presentation.) It’s al-
ways a nice gesture to recognize all Past Masters who are
present ata Past Masters’ Night. And don’t neglect the Past
Masters of your Lodge who couldn’t be present. You might
consider having everyone present sign cards to be sent to
them. There are so many ways a Lodge can honor its Past
Masters. Think about it! One of these days you’ll be a “Past
Master.” So why not plan a program that would be mean-
ingful to you, if you were on the receiving end? (For
additional ideas, see the Short Talk Bulletins of January
1931, April 1935, February 1941 and October 1943.)

From Short Talk Bulletin; October, 1985
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Now This Is Really True!

Overheard at one of the stalls at the Hospital fund
raising fete:

Customer: “How much for that ash tray?”

Stall Holder: “Fifty cents, sir.”

Customer: “I'll give you thirty cents for it.”

Stall Holder: “No sir, fifty cents.”

Customer: “Thirty cents because I'm a Mason.”

Stall Holder: “In that case, to you it’s a dollar.”

The NSW Freemason

From The Master’s Lectures
Visitation

When we talk of visitation we usually refer to visiting a
Lodge. This should not always be the case, as we each have
responsibilities to brethren who are in nursing homes or
are home-bound by circumstances of health or age. These
brethren who, in the past, have been active like yourself,
are usually delighted to receive a Masonic visitor. There is
more than one type of brother in this situation. There are
those from your own Lodge and those who have moved to
the city in later years and are not members of city Lodges.
Each group would welcome your visit.

This is frequently a situation where we think “George”
will do the visiting — but in this case, you are George.
What we need, in areas across the province, are a few
generous-hearted brethren who would organize visits to
the home-bound Masons and those in nursing homes by
small teams of “Visiting Brethren.”

Worshipful Masters should immediately check that their
own older members are being visited on a regular basis
and, if not, organize visitations. Individual brethren who
know of a brother who is alone a fair bit of the time should
visit at intervals.

The visits need not, and indeed should not, be too long
for people can tire easily. Also, mutual agreement on time
and placeis sometimesessential, especially wherea brother
being visited has many hospital or treatment visits sched-
uled.

The whole point is that each Mason should consider his
own life and ask himself the question — When I cannot get
out, would I like a brother with similar interests to myself
to come and chat with me at intervals to keep me up to
date? Theanswer formostof usis, “Yes.” Create the pattern
today, my brethren, for by starting a regular visitation
pattern in the Craft now, you may be organizing your own
visitors for the future.

International Bulletins

Legal News

The St. Petersburg Times of Florida ran a front page
story on September 4, 1991, reporting an $8 million settle-
ment awarded to a Florida man who was paralysed from
the neck down during a Masonic Lodge initiation rite. He
is guaranteed $8,500 a month for the rest of his life.

According to the newspaper report, Vem Johnson, 34,
was blindfolded, pushed onto a canvas blanket and tossed

into the air. He claims to have been bounced over and over
again, sometimesas high as four feetin theair. Atone point,
Johnson landed in the blanket on the back of his neck
injuring his spinal cord. He would never walk again.

Johnson's attorney filed lawsuits against the paramedics,
the ambulance company and several doctors for poor care
that he says permanently crippled his client. Attorneys for
the defendants claim Johnson is partly responsible for the
injuries because he refused to tell medical personnel what
had happened stating that “he was sworn to secrecy by the
Masons.”

After years of litigation, the last of several settlements
was made in September with one of the doctors who
treated Johnson. This settlement brings the total of all
settlements to eight million dollars.

Johnson's attorney, Jon Krupnick of Fort Lauderdale,
reported the events of the night of October 20, 1983: “A
friend invited him to attend a meeting of ... Joshua Lodge
No. 105 ... in St. Petersburg. When Johnson arrived at the
Lodge, several members invited him to join... Several
members told Johnson he could join that night because
they were holding an initiation ceremony. Johnson reluc-
tantly agreed. He was blindfolded and pushed onto a
canvas. Lodge membersbegan bouncing Johnson. Thenhe

MASONIC SPRING
WORKSHOP

The Lodge at Kananaskis
16,17 & 18 April 1993

Registration

To attend the workshop, you must have received all
three Degrees of Masonry. Registration fee of $198.00 is
based on double occupancy, and it includes two nights
accommodation and five meals starting with supper on
Friday evening and ending with brunch on Sunday. Single
accommodation is available at a fee of $280.00.

The fee mustaccompany yourregistration. Post-dated
chequeswillnotbe accepted. Please make cheque payable
to the M.5.W.P.Committee. Your cancelled cheque or charge
card billing is your receipt.

No refund available after 29 March 1992.

To register, cut out this form, fill out the other side and
send it with the required fees direct to the MSWPC.

Do not submit to your Lodge Secretary.
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landed on the blanket painfully on the back of the neck and
shoulders.”

Joshua Lodge No. 105 is not a constituent lodge of the
regular Grand Lodge of Florida, F. & A.M., and is not listed
in Pantagraph Printing Company’s List of Lodges Ma-
sonic.

* 3 F

On Friday, December 13, a Lexington jury rejected a
damage claim of $236,000 against Oleika Shrine Temple.

Earlier, The Wall Street Journal issue of November 4,
1991, carried a front page story with sensational headlines
that read, “In the Hot Seat: Joining the Shriners Can Be
Electrifying,” and “Michael Vaughn WasJolted by a Shock-
ing Initiation; Secret Rites Laid Bare.”

The story reported that Michael Vaughn, a 44-year old
bricklayer, sued Oleika Shrine Temple for injuries he says
he received during his initiation. His description of the
initiation ceremonies included “the use of electrical shocks
applied to the bared bottoms of initiates for the amusement
of the membership.”

An Associated Press article on the trial reported that “a
court-ordered video tape of the temple’s initiation devices
confirmed much of Vaughn's story, including the existence
of an electrified bench and mat.”

Masonic Spring Workshop
1993 Registration Form

Last Name First Name Second Name

Name as it should be on your Name Tag

Address

City/Town Province Postal Code
Yes[ | No

Lodge Name & No. Current Office | Attended before?

Rank: MM.[ | WM.[ | PM.[ |Other
Non-Smoking. ’:' Special requirements due to health
(near elevator, etc.)

I wish to room with:

Name Lodge
(Cards should be received together to ensure request filled.)
[ JVisa /
[ ]MasterCard Number Expiry
Signature Date

Mail (along with cheque or credit information) directly to:

Masonic Spring Workshop Planning Committee
Box 265, Didsbury, Alberta
TOM 0WO0

Judge George Barker was quoted as saying “Some peo-
ple would laugh the plaintiff out of court. Others would
sock it to the Shrine for being a bunch of idiots.”

Robert E. Manley, a Cincinnati attorney, specializing in
fraternity law, was interviewed in the article. He said, “The
eventsoundslike hazing and that is generally looked upon
as unlawful.”

Vaughn’s attorney, John Hamilton, had asked jurors to
give his client $20 a day for the next 30 years following the
June 1989 initiation.

After the verdict, Vaughn said he harboured no ill will
toward the Shrine. Leaving the courthouse he was quoted
as saying, “I accept the verdict of the jury. They just didn’t
see it my way. I'm disappointed, but I think I've done my
job. T hold no animosity.”

No mention was made of the Masonic fraternity, Free-
masonry, or Masons, anywhere in the Wall Street Journal
article.

American Masonic Review, March, 1992

Question Of The Month

What do Lodges in the Southern Hemisphere do about
perambulation and ritualistic wording when talking about
the position and apparent movement of the sun which is
opposite in their countries?

Answer To The Question Of The
Month For September

This question asked how the Fellowcraft, assisting in
the drama of the Third Degree, quoted the MM penalty.

In Carr’s The Freemason at Work, there is a portion of
the section The Hiramic Legend as a Drama which covers
the illogicalities of the Third Degree. In this section, it
suggests that when the original two Degrees were splitinto
three Degrees, there were a number of areas which were
not made internally consistent. The readings of a number
of early exposures show that the MM word and the FPOF
were known to Fellowcrafts before the year 1700,

It is well worth reading this section of Carr’s book, as it
adds much to understanding the Third Degree.

Lodge Notices (Summonses)

I have had my knuckles gently rapped for using the
word ‘Notices’ in articles when what I am talking about is
really a ‘Summons’. I prefer to use the reference in Regula-
tion Sect. 3.06.06, rather than that of 3.06.05, and what am
writing about is the informational portion of the Sum-
mons, not the first few lines telling you to be at Lodge.
Unless some of you readers object violently, | will continue
to write of your Lodge notice.

Itis becoming more interesting by the month to read the
Lodge notices due to a major improvement in their quality
and content. There are stilla few Lodges which print sheets
which they fill in with minimal information, but these are
few. It is hard to see why this is necessary in the era of the
copying machine.

The Lodges with the improvements in quality are pro-
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ducing notices on computers and obviously using laser
printers to make the documentlook cleanand clear withup
to date information and even pictures. Redwood Lodge
No. 193 and Pembina No. 126 are just two with crisp
notices.

In the Redwood Lodge notice they have an interesting
item entitled “Know Your Brother,” which contains over
half a column describing the life and Masonic history of
one of theirbrethren. Thisisa great way to shareinteresting
information and link the Lodge more strongly. Quarry
Lodge No. 70 produces its notice like a letter on the back of
the regular printed Lodge information page. In June they
had a paper presented which had been originally given in
1936. It was felt to be relevant still. What a good idea.

It is clear in the notices that many Lodges have their
Masters perform more than one stint in the chair. While
regretting the necessity, it is admirable that these brethren
are willing to commit themselves to further service for the
Lodge.

It would seem from the notices that the occasional
presentation of a Table Lodge, similar to those held in the
17th Century, is still a great hit with Lodges. If you have not
tried it you should contact a Lodge that has made such a
presentation and create a memorable evening. York lodge
No. 119 held such a meeting in June.

Keep up the good work, brethren, and let that Notice
Committee’ relieve the Secretary of the task of producing
the Notices.

Courtesy Presentation

Presentation made on behalf of a Saskatchewan Lodge.

OnMay 4th, Raymond Robert Campbell, an 89 year-old
member of Kerrobert Lodge No. 90, G.R.S., was presented
with his 50-year pin and certificate on behalf of his Lodge.
Present at this ceremony were (left to right): M.W.Bro. Stan
Mottershead, PGM; R.W.Bro. Clarence Comrie, PDDGM;
M.W.Bro. Donald Millar, PGM: Bro. Raymond Campbell:
R.W.Bro. Myron Lusk, then SGW; M.W.Bro. Sandy Milligan,
PGM;and M.W.Bro. Gordon Armstrong, PGM. Also present
(but not pictured) was Bro. Joe Downey, a 90 year-old
friend of Bro. Campbell who resides in the same seniors’
lodge.

Congratulations to Bro. Campbell.

Magna Borealis Lux

Magna Borealis Lux (The Great Northern Light) is a
computer Bulletin Board Service (BBS) dedicated to theuse
of Alberta (and other) masons and is under the guidance of
George Helmer — the mad scanner. It is available at (403)
475-6061 (Baud rate 300 to 9600 V42 BIS; N-8-1).

If you own a computer, Magna will let you:

a download over 1,000 Masonic and other related files;

b post messages for other masons throughout the juris-
diction;

¢ place classified ads or advertise your Lodge’s functions;

d carryon ‘electronic conversations’ with other Brothers
who are BBS members; and

e check the Masonic Calendar for each district.

If you don’t operate a computer, you can contact us by
mail or telephone Freemason’s Hall, Edmonton at (403)
428-6476 and Magna can do the following :

a provide you with a complete printed list of files;

b provide you with a ‘hard copy” of any Masonic papers
in the computer library; and

¢ put Lodge functions or personal messages ‘on line.

Magna Borealis Lux has set for itself the goal of becom-
ing the premier Masonic BBS in North America. In doing
so, it hopes to give Alberta Masons an electronic window
to the world. Whether you operate a computer or not,
contact us for a membership and become part of Alberta
Freemasonry in the 90s.

Workshop Tapes Available

Two VHS video tapes of sessions at the 1992 Masonic
Spring Workshop are being made available to the Brethren.
Contains the entertaining and informative Born in
Blood debate between R.W.Bro. Myron Lusk and Bro.
EugenePlawiuk; plusa panel of distinguished Masons
under the Chairmanship of M.W.Bro. Robert Juthner
answering questions from the audience on theroleand
function of the Lodge Secretary.

2 Contains the inspirational (and very funny) Reverend
Jack Stewart discussing the Irish Questionina unique,
uplifting and conciliatory way; Advice for Lodge Of-
ficers from W.Bro. Bruce Johnston; and the closing
Church Service under the direction of the entertaining
and thought-provoking W.Bro. Rev. Jim Roberts.

The cost is $22.50 for one tape or $40 for the set of two
tapes. Prices include postage & handling. To order, write:
Doug Sherris, Secretary, Masonic Spring Workshop

Box 265, Didsbury, AB TOM 0W0
or call (403) 335-4384; or Fax (403) 335-2398.

Where Is Travelling Gavel?

A travelling gavel belonging to Perfection Lodge No. 9
ismissing: head about 3" diameter by 4" long; handle about
2 to 2% feet long; in a blue bag with a string tie; with a
register about 87 by 11 inches. The last Lodge known to
have it was King Solomon No. 41, January 1990. We need
this gavel for our installation in January 1993. Please con-
tact Hugh Lowe at 246-4801 if you know where it is.




